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WHEN YOU FLIP a switch, electricity is 
there— instant, reliable and ready to 

power your day. But behind that simple act 
is a carefully coordinated system made up 
of many grid power players, all working 
together to keep the lights on.

At Taylor Electric Cooperative, we think 
it’s important for our members to 
understand how this system works and 
who’s involved in delivering the electricity 
you depend on every day.

It all starts with generation plants that 
actually produce electricity. Power plants 
convert energy from a variety of sources—
such as natural gas, nuclear energy, wind 
and the sun—into electricity. A diverse 
mix of generation sources helps ensure 
reliability while also supporting 
affordability and sustainability goals.

Once electricity is generated, it has to be 
moved— often across long distances—to 
reach local communities. That’s where 
transmission lines come in.

High-voltage transmission lines strung 
along massive towers move bulk electricity 
along highways or across open land. 
Because electricity can’t easily be stored in 
large quantities, this system must 
constantly move power from where it’s 
produced to where it’s needed, all in real 
time.

Taylor EC is a member of Golden Spread 
Electric Cooperative, our local generation 
and transmission partner. Golden Spread 
is a private, not-for-profit wholesale power 
provider that generates and transmits 
electricity to Taylor EC and other electric 
cooperatives in our region.

Coordinating the flow of large amounts 
of power is a complex job, especially across 
multiple states or regions. Independent 
system operators, like the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas, and regional 
transmission organizations, like the 
Southwest Power Pool, manage wholesale 
electricity markets.

These organizations don’t own power 
plants or transmission lines. Instead, they 
act as a traffic controller for the grid—
balancing supply and demand every 

second of the day and directing which 
power plants should generate electricity at 
any given moment.

Then there’s the part of the grid most 
people are familiar with—your local 
electric utility. That’s where Taylor EC 
comes in. We take electricity from the 
high-voltage transmission system and 
deliver it directly to your home, farm or 
business through lower-voltage 
distribution lines. We maintain utility 
poles, power lines, electric substations and 
other essential equipment in our 
community to keep power flowing safely.

When storms roll through or outages 
occur, our crews are the ones working to 
restore power safely and as quickly as 
possible. We’re proud to serve the 
members across our service area, and 
we’re committed to providing reliable, 
affordable electricity you can count on.

Finally, there’s you—the end user. 
Homes, businesses and industries all play 
a critical role in the grid. Your energy use 
directly influences how much electricity 
needs to be generated and delivered at any 
given time.

During periods of high demand— like 
hot summer afternoons or cold winter 
mornings— the grid must work harder to 
meet increased usage. Simple steps, like 
adjusting your thermostat or running 
appliances during off-peak hours, can 
make a meaningful difference.

From generation to transmission to your 
local utility, it takes a coordinated effort to 
power your everyday life. At Taylor EC, 
we’re proud to be your trusted energy 
partner—and to play our part in keeping 
the grid strong for the communities we 
serve. 
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Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/taylor

24/7
Outage 
Hotline

For information and  
to report outages, 
please call us.

LOCAL
(325) 793-8500

Taylor Electric 
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 County Road 287, Merkel, TX 79536
P.O. Box 250, Merkel, TX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com

President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 

Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1
Kathryn Rainey, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 3 
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2 
Craig Bessent, Zone 1  
Garland Carter, Zone 2 
Richard Petree, At-Large 
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 

ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
Available on your Apple or Android device. 

BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500. Payments credited immediately. 

IN PERSON
Hours Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 CR 287, Merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 

DROP BOX 
Merkel office near the entrance of the building. 
Abilene office next to the first door on the left.
Payments credited next business day. 

NOTICE 
Effective June 1, 2024, all credit/debit  
card transactions will be assessed a  
2.45% convenience fee.

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/taylor
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SCAMMERS ARE GETTING more sophisticated. Some can hack into your 
personal information and access your email accounts, shopping carts, 
bank information and identity details. Beware of phishing communications 
like texts, emails or phone calls pretending to be a trustworthy source to 
obtain your personal information. 

Identity theft could have serious repercussions for your credit score, 
your bank account or even the function of your devices.

One way you can protect your accounts is by enabling multifactor 
authentication wherever possible. MFA adds an extra layer of security by 
requiring a second step—like a code sent to your phone or an 
authentication app—beyond just your password. 

That way, even if a scammer steals your login information through 
phishing or data breaches, MFA can stop them from actually accessing 
your account. 

Choose app-based authentication over text messages when available, as 
it’s more secure. Taking a few minutes to turn on multifactor for email, 
banking and other online accounts can significantly reduce your risk of 
identity theft and financial loss.

Stymie Scammers with 
Multifactor Authentication 
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THE SECOND COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLE, “Democratic Member Control,” 
states that cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively participate in setting policies and making decisions. 
Members elect representatives who are accountable to the membership, and 
each member has an equal vote—one member, one vote. At Taylor Electric, this 
principle is demonstrated through the election of the Board of Directors, who 
are chosen by the membership during the cooperative’s Annual Meeting.

Taylor Electric’s seven-member Board of Directors is made up of local 
members who live and work within the cooperative’s service area. The current 
board includes Chairman Cecil Davis, Vice-Chairman Kathryn Rainey, Secretary/
Treasurer David McFall, Craig Bessent, Garland Carter, Gay Simmons, and 
At-Large Director Richard Petree. These directors work closely with the CEO 
and leadership team to provide oversight, establish policies, and ensure the 
cooperative remains focused on serving its members. Directors are elected by 
the membership and serve staggered three-year terms, giving members a 
direct voice in the cooperative’s leadership and future.

Whether voting in director elections, attending the Annual Meeting, or 
participating in cooperative programs, Taylor Electric members play an 
important role in guiding the future of their cooperative. By giving every member 
an equal vote and maintaining a board elected from within the communities it 
serves, Taylor Electric continues to uphold the cooperative principle of 
Democratic Member Control and the belief that the cooperative is truly owned 
and governed by its members. To learn more about the Seven Cooperative 
Principles and how Taylor Electric puts them into action, visit the cooperative’s 
website at TaylorElectric.com.

Donnie Tutt, 20 years 
FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
PERSONNEL 

Kyle Sloan, 20 years  
WORKING FOREMAN

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROL
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Why Vegetation 
Management Matters
THERE’S SOMETHING MAJESTIC about trees. They ground us. 
They remind us of where we’ve been, and they stretch toward 
what’s ahead. In our community, we take pride in the natural 
beauty that surrounds us—the shade on a summer afternoon, 
the colors that mark the changing seasons, the quiet strength of 
something that grows slowly but endures.

Here at Taylor Electric Cooperative, we share a responsibility 
that’s just as essential to our daily lives. That responsibility is to 
keep the lights on, to power homes and businesses, and to make 
sure that the energy you depend on is there when you flip a 
switch. 

That’s why we work every day to strike a careful balance 
between preserving the beauty we cherish and delivering the 
reliable electricity you expect. One of the most important ways 
we do that is through regular tree trimming.

Now, it may not always be obvious, but keeping lines clear of 
overgrown vegetation plays a major role in preventing power 
outages. We’ve all seen what can happen when severe weather 
rolls in—strong winds, heavy ice or sudden storms can bring 
down branches and, with them, power lines and poles. In fact, 
nearly half of all power outages can be traced back to trees and 
vegetation coming into contact with electrical infrastructure.

That’s why you may notice crews from 
Taylor EC or our trusted contractors 
working in neighborhoods throughout 
the year. Our crews are highly trained 
and certified, following the latest 
industry standards to ensure the job is 
done safely and effectively. Their work 
might seem routine, but it’s a proactive 
step that helps prevent problems before 
they start.

And it’s not just a good practice—it’s 
required. Electric utilities across the 
country are obligated to manage 
vegetation near power lines. Scheduled 
trimming helps remove dead or 
weakened limbs and keeps fast-growing 
trees from becoming hazards. It’s about 
staying one step ahead, especially as we 
prepare for the increasing frequency and 
intensity of severe weather events.

But beyond reliability, there’s another 
reason this work matters: safety.
Electricity is a powerful force, and when 
trees grow too close to power lines, that 
power can become dangerous. 
Branches that touch lines—or even 
come close—can carry electrical 
current. Children climbing trees in their 
own yards may not realize the risk. And 
during storms, fallen trees can create 

hazardous conditions not only for families but also for our 
lineworkers working to restore service.

There’s also a financial reality we can’t ignore. Preventative 
maintenance—like tree trimming—is far more cost-effective 
than repairing widespread damage after an outage. Left 
unchecked, overgrown vegetation can lead to more frequent 
disruptions and higher costs for everyone. A thoughtful, 
strategic vegetation management program helps keep those 
costs down for our members.

You can help, too. When planting new trees, consider their 
mature height and distance from nearby power lines. Trees that 
grow up to 40 feet should be planted at least 25 feet away from 
overhead lines. Trees that exceed 40 feet should be planted at 
least 50 feet away. 

If you’re landscaping near padmounted transformers, keep 
shrubs at least 10 feet from the front and 4 feet from the sides 
to allow safe access.

At the end of the day, we all want the same thing: a community 
that’s safe, resilient and beautiful. At Taylor EC, we’re proud to be 
part of that effort. Our roots run deep here, just like the trees we 
work to care for.
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