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JUNE MARKS THE BEGINNING of Texas’ peak electricity consumption season, with 
Texans using the most electricity during the summer, especially between 3 and 8 p.m. 

That spike is driven by air conditioning demand during hot weather and evening 
appliance use for chores like cooking and laundry. 

If you start to feel the heat on your electric bill this summer, take time to do air 
conditioning system maintenance and change some habits to save money. 

Taylor Electric Cooperative is committed to helping our members use energy wisely 
while keeping homes comfortable year-round.

In summer, when your AC is working its hardest, it’s still not too late to perform needed 
maintenance. 

Checkups conducted by a licensed professional can help ensure your system is running 
efficiently, safely and reliably. A well-maintained AC unit uses less energy, lasts longer 
and helps prevent costly breakdowns when you need it most.

If you’re looking for a simple place to start saving, look no further than ceiling fans. 
Fans don’t actually cool or heat the air, but they help you feel more comfortable by 
moving it. 

During warmer months, make sure ceiling fan blades are set to rotate 
counterclockwise. This creates a downward breeze that makes you feel cooler, allowing 
you to raise the thermostat a few degrees without sacrificing comfort. In cooler months, 
reverse the direction of fan blades to create an updraft that pushes warm air down from 
the ceiling without creating a breeze.

Adjusting your thermostat just a few degrees can make a difference on your energy bill. 
As summer continues, try setting it slightly higher. Even a 2- or 3-degree adjustment can 
noticeably reduce energy use while still keeping your home comfortable—especially 
when combined with ceiling fans or open windows on those rare mild, pleasant days.

Hot water use is another area where simple habits matter. Taking shorter showers 
reduces the amount of energy needed to heat water, which makes up a significant 
portion of most energy bills. Cutting just a few minutes off each shower adds up to 
savings.

Finally, the time of day you use energy makes a difference. When you run major 
appliances during off-peak hours (when energy demand is lower), you can help your 
cooperative take advantage 
of lower, off-peak wholesale 
power rates. That helps keep 
everyone’s rates lower and 
helps reduce pressure on the 
electric grid—a win-win! 

Taylor EC is here to help 
every season, every step of 
the way. We offer energy-
saving resources to help you 
lower energy use for your 
home or business and 
manage costs. 

If you have questions or 
want to learn more about 
energy efficiency offerings 
and programs, visit https://
taylorelectric.com/energy-
services/energy-efficiency/.
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Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/taylor

24/7
Outage 
Hotline

For information and  
to report outages, 
please call us.

LOCAL
(325) 793-8500

Taylor Electric 
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 County Road 287, Merkel, TX 79536
P.O. Box 250, Merkel, TX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com

President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 

Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1
Kathryn Rainey, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 3
David McFall, Secretary/Treasurer, Zone 2
Craig Bessent, Zone 1
Garland Carter, Zone 2
Richard Petree, At-Large
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 

ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
Available on your Apple or Android device. 

BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500. Payments credited immediately. 

IN PERSON
Hours Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 CR 287, Merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 

DROP BOX 
Merkel office located near the entrance of the 
building. 
Abilene office drive by box located on the  south 
east end of the parking lot
Payments credited next business day. 

NOTICE 
Effective June 1, 2024, all credit/debit 
card transactions will be assessed a 2.45% 
convenience fee.

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

Thank you to those that 
joined us at the 

87th Taylor Electric 
Cooperative 

Annual Meeting 
We look forward to serving 

you for years to come. 
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