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Taylor EC News

Understanding Energy 
Demand and Purchasing

DO YOU EVER look at your electricity bill and 
wonder what it all means? If so, you might be 

interested in learning how energy demand and 
purchasing impact your utility bill. To start, it’s 
important to understand how electricity is made and 
how it’s delivered to your home.
Before Taylor Electric Cooperative can send electricity 
to your home, it needs to be generated by a power 
supplier. It then travels over high-voltage transmission 
lines to substations, where the voltage is reduced to a 
safer level. Then it travels through distribution power 
lines and transformers on its way to your home.
You play a big part in determining how much electricity 
needs to be generated to satisfy our community’s power 
needs. That’s where the terms “demand” and 
“consumption” come in.
Demand is measured in kilowatts, and consumption is 
measured in kilowatt-hours. A light bulb consumes a 
certain number of watts, let’s say 100 watts per hour. If 
that light bulb stays on for 10 hours, it uses 1,000 watts, 
or 1 kilowatt.
If you turn on 10 of those 100-watt bulbs for one hour, 
you’re still consuming 1 kW. However, you’re placing 
demand on Taylor Electric to have that kW available to 
you over the course of one hour, instead of 10 hours. 
This requires our power supplier to produce more 
power in less time to meet your demand.
Your co-op purchases kilowatt-hours based on the peak 
demand of our members. This is typically during the 
evening, when families return home from work or 
school, cook dinner, and use appliances the most. That’s 
why using electricity during this peak demand period 
often costs more for your co-op and our members.
You can help lower that peak demand—and your 
electric bill—by shifting energy-consuming tasks to a 
time outside the peak, which is typically 5–9 p.m. 
Adjustments like setting the dishwasher to run just 
before you go to bed, cooking outside on the grill and 
not setting the thermostat quite so cool can make a 
difference.
Generating and distributing power can be a tricky and 
complicated business, but rest assured Taylor Electric 
works diligently to plan for and meet the energy 
demands of our community. 
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WHETHER THEY’RE HEADING to college or 
starting their first job, tech and appliances can make 
life easier for 2025 graduates. Here are some top 
picks.
Laptop or tablet. A lightweight, high-performance 
laptop or a versatile tablet with a keyboard is 
essential for work, school or streaming 
entertainment. Look for a long battery life and fast 
processors.
Smartphone upgrade. A reliable smartphone with a 
great camera, 5G capability and strong battery life is 
a must-have for staying connected and productive.
Wireless earbuds or noise-canceling headphones. 
Whether for studying, workouts or work calls, a 
good pair of earbuds or headphones is a 
game-changer.
Minifridge. Perfect for dorm rooms, apartments or 
home offices, a compact fridge keeps snacks and 
drinks handy. Look for the Energy Star logo.
Smart speaker or display. Devices like the Amazon 
Echo Show or Google Nest Hub help with 
scheduling, reminders and music—all hands-free.
Air fryer or multicooker. Fast, energy-efficient 
cooking appliances are great for busy grads who 
want homemade meals without the hassle. 

Electronics Can 
Make Graduates’ 
Lives Easier 
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