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If you listen carefully, you can hear a quiet 
transformation happening. Electric appli-

ances and equipment are becoming more 
popular than ever among consumers, thanks 
to technological advancements, increased 
battery capacity and decreased costs that 
have made electric devices more accessible 
to more people. A bonus is that use of elec-
tric equipment is quieter and better for the 
environment. 

Taylor Electric Cooperative is constantly 
evaluating these advancements and main-
taining our electric distribution equipment to 
ensure we can serve your electricity needs.

Inside the home, consumers and home-
builders alike are turning to electric appli-
ances to increase energy efficiency and 
savings. Whether a traditional electric stove 
or an induction stovetop, both are signifi-
cantly more efficient than a gas oven. That’s 
because conventional residential cooktops 
typically use gas or resistance heating ele-
ments to transfer energy with efficiencies of 
about 32% and 75% respectively, according 
to Energy Star. 

More tools and equipment with small 
gas-powered motors are being replaced with 
electric ones that include plug-in batteries. 
In the past few years, technology in battery 
storage has advanced significantly. Handheld 
tools with plug-in batteries can hold a charge 
longer and offer the user the same versatil-
ity and similar functionality as gas-powered 
tools. And consumers can now purchase a 
wider array of specialty tools that plug in, 
such as power inverters, air inflators and bat-
tery chargers.

The number of electric products available 
today is taking off, and Taylor EC is ready to 
power all your gadgets with safe, reliable and 

affordable electricity.
Almost anything that burns gasoline or 

diesel fuel has an electric alternative, and 
more national brands are offering a wider 
selection of electric-powered items such 
as lawn mowers, leaf blowers, string trim-
mers and chain saws. The quality of zero- 
and low-emissions lawn equipment is also 
improving. 

Electric equipment requires less mainte-
nance, and often the biggest task is keeping 
it charged. In addition, electric equipment is 
quieter, so if you want to listen to music or 
your favorite podcast while performing out-
door work, you can. 

Another benefit of using electric appli-
ances and equipment is that by virtue of 
being plugged into the grid, the environmen-
tal performance of electric devices improves 
over time. In essence, electricity is becoming 
cleaner through increased renewable energy 
generation, so equipment that uses elec-
tricity will have a diminishing environmental 
impact over time. 

Through this quiet transformation, 
Taylor EC is at the ready to serve you.

CEO  

Co-ops Support Quiet Revolution
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Taylor Electric 
Cooperative

CONTACT US 
226 County Road 287, Merkel, TX 79536 
P.O. Box 250, Merkel, TX 79536 
Phone (325) 793-8500  
Web taylorelectric.com 

President/CEO  
Ryan Bartlett  
Board of Directors 
Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1 
Leland Robinson, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 1 
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2 
Garland Carter, Zone 2  
Richard Petree, At-Large  
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3  
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL  

ONLINE 
taylorelectric.com 
 
TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP  
Available on your Apple or Android device.  

BY PHONE  
(325) 793-8500  
Payments credited immediately.  

IN PERSON 
Hours Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.   
Merkel 226 CR 287, Merkel 79536  
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602 
Payments credited immediately.  

DROP BOX  
Merkel office at front gate.  
Abilene office next to first door on the left . 
Payments credited next business day.  

PAY STATIONS  
• Cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., Abilene  
• United Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., Abilene  
• Check Express, 906 E. Broadway Ave., 

Sweetwater  
Payments credited next business day.  
 

VISIT US ONLINE 
taylorelectric.com 

 

24/7 
Outage 
Hotline

For information and  
to report outages, 
please call us.  
LOCAL 
(325) 793-8500

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/taylor

N OT  E V E RYO N E  CA N  afford central air conditioning for their homes, and 
not everyone can tolerate the summer heat well enough to leave their air-
conditioned homes for necessities like groceries. 

Extreme heat kills more Americans each year than hurricanes, lightning, 
tornadoes and floods combined, according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. So keep an eye out this summer for neighbors who 
might be living without air conditioning or who are elderly or have medical 
conditions. 

Medical experts say the following symptoms could mean your neighbor 
is suffering from heat-related illness: confusion, fatigue or weakness, and 
mail piling up outdoors when they’re at home. 

Anyone can suffer from heatstroke if they get too hot or from dehydra-
tion if they don’t drink enough water, but elderly and sick neighbors are at 
higher risk. 

If you can: 
e Call or visit an at-risk neighbor twice a day. 
e Invite the neighbor to stay with you in your air-conditioned home on 

the hottest days and even overnight if you have room. 
e Remind your neighbor to drink plenty of water. Bring pitchers of cold 

water, lemonade and caffeine-free iced tea as gifts. 
e Offer to go grocery shopping for your neighbor or to drive them to the 

store so there’s no need to wait outside for transportation. 
e Find indoor events and community- or church-sponsored activities 

that neighbors could participate in as a way to stay cool during the day. 
e Give and set up a portable fan that can help alleviate warm tempera-

tures indoors. 
e Find out if your at-risk neighbor has pets. If so, tend to the animals as 

well by filling water bowls frequently and making sure plenty of pet food 
is on hand. 

Research shows that just about 17% of us check on neighbors during the 
summer. Make your family one that increases that statistic. D

Check on Your Neighbors
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W E  S P E N D  A  LOT  of time inside. In fact, the average person 
spends 90% of their life indoors, according to the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency.  

Fortunately, those spaces are becoming more energy efficient. 
Homes today are better insulated and sealed, which is good for 
energy bills but not so good for indoor air quality.   

The thought of breathing in pollutants can be troubling, but 
the truth is, indoor air pollution is common and unavoidable. 
The good news is that there are ways to easily improve the air 
quality of your home—some of which might make your AC run 
more efficiently, too. 

Here are five tips to help you breathe a little easier.  
Change your air filter at least every three months. Clogged, 

dirty filters reduce airflow and the efficiency of your air condi-
tioning system. When a filter becomes clogged, the excess dirt 
and dust are sent through your air ducts, introducing allergens 
and other unwanted particles into your living space. This is one 
of the easiest ways to promote better indoor air quality and 
energy efficiency.  

Regularly vacuum carpets and rugs, especially if you have 
furry friends. The cleaner the home, the healthier the home. 

Vacuuming carpets and area rugs once a week can greatly reduce 
the accumulation of pet dander and dust inside your home.  

Use vents to remove cooking fumes. Those exhaust fans 
aren’t just for when you burn the bacon. Fans help expel fumes 
emitted while cooking and send unwanted moisture and odors 
outdoors.  

Get a handle on humidity. Summer months typically bring 
more humidity than we’d like. Moisture in the air can carry 
bacteria and other unwanted particles that you eventually 
inhale. Dehumidifiers work to remove that moisture from the 
air, reducing bacteria, mold and other allergens in your home 
and helping your air conditioner run more efficiently.  

Incorporate air-purifying plants into your living space. 
There are several varieties of indoor plants that can help cleanse 
your home of dust and germs found in various home products 
and furniture. Remember to review care conditions and poten-
tial toxicity for pets and think about placement for any new 
plants you add to your home. D

5 Tips for Better Indoor Air Quality 

O
N

U
R

D
O

N
G

EL
 | 

IS
TO

C
K

.C
O

M

TaylorEC2208_  7/11/22  1:06 PM  Page 20



TAYLORELECTRIC.COM   •    (325)  793-8500   AUGUST 2022  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   21

FU
S

A
R

O
M

IK
E 

| I
S

TO
C

K
.C

O
M

Choose the Right 
Outdoor Lights  

O U T D O O R  L I G H T I N G  can enhance sum-
mertime ambiance in your yard and can 
play an important role in home security. 
Choosing the right lights and positioning 
them well can also help you achieve your 
energy efficiency goals. 

Outdoor solar lights use solar cells and 
batteries to power LEDs. Varieties include 
floodlights, lamp post lights, string lights 
and staked lights. They’re easy to install 
and usually don’t require any wiring.  

The appearance of solar lights can range 
from bright white to warm red. Lights with 
warm tones don’t interfere with humans’ 
circadian rhythms or a view of the night 
sky as much as bright white lights do. 

Placing solar lights in areas that get sun-
shine during the day helps ensure they 
stay lit when you need them.  

If you’re installing outdoor lights for home 
security, solar lights might not be the 
right choice.  

Outdoor floodlights with motion sensors 
activate only in response to movement, 
which saves energy. Or you can use flood-
lights with timers so they shut off during 
the day. 

Whenever you replace an old halogen, 
fluorescent or incandescent light in an 
outdoor fixture, put in an energy-efficient 
LED rated for outdoor use. D

U N L E S S  YO U  K E E P  your thermostat so low that you send your cooling  
bill through the roof in August, it’s a good idea to find some energy-
friendly ways to keep your cool during the hottest month of the year.  
Here are five tips: 

Take cool showers. If your house isn’t cold—and there’s no reason it 
should be, even with the air conditioner on—ease up on the hot showers. 
A cool shower will lower your body temperature and get you just as clean. 

Chill the meal plan. Instead of baking, broiling, boiling, sautéing or 
frying every night, opt for chopping fresh veggies, making colorful salads 
and satisfying your family’s hunger with healthy raw foods that will fill 
them up and give your stove and oven a break. Cold desserts? That’s the 
easy part. You can’t go wrong with sorbet or ice cream straight from the 
freezer. 

Filter the sun. Install solar screens or window films on east- and west-
facing windows so you can keep the heat out while still allowing light in. 

Seal leaks and cracks. You’ll find them all over your home—around 
windows, doors, and electrical and cable outlets. It’s easy to caulk and 
weatherstrip, and it’s an activity you can do with your kids as you teach 
them to use energy responsibly. 

Schedule a checkup. Even if you skipped your air conditioner’s spring 
maintenance, go ahead and schedule it now. Your HVAC tech can tell you 
if your air conditioning unit is running efficiently—and can tweak it so it 
does. It’s important to raise the thermostat a bit during the summer—but 
also to make sure the cool air that does come into the home gets there 
efficiently. 

Bonus tip: Set your thermostat 1 degree warmer to save 3%–5% on your 
air conditioning costs. D
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Stay Cool During  
August Heat
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