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Taylor EC News

             

CEO CORNER 

CEO CORNER 

Ryan Bartlett, 

President / CEO

             

I reflected on all that has happened over the 
course of the last 12 months, as I gathered 

my thoughts to draft this letter. A year ago, 
it was uncertain if COVID-19 would allow our 
2020 annual membership meeting to occur 
and as the weeks progressed, it became clear 
that cancelling would be the best decision to 
keep our membership safe. A year later, I am 
proud to announce the return of our annual 
meeting of the membership. I invite you to join 
us April 22nd for our 82nd Annual Meeting. 
For 82 years, our cooperative has been here, 

providing 
comfort and 
consistency         
that 

you have        
come to 

expect from us.
The annual gathering of the membership 

embodies what it means to be a cooperative 
and separates us from investor-owned com-
panies. You have seen changes over the past 
five years as we adapt and change, ultimately 
to improve the cooperative. Years ago, an idea 
was pitched to the Board of Directors, the idea 
to o�er fiber to the membership. We began 
with a pilot project, simply to see how every-
one would respond. The responses all had the 
same theme: “Yes, we want it and when can 
you get it to us.” Today, we have over 4,500 
members who have the ability to take our fiber 
service, and the number grows daily.  

The cooperative has and will evolve over 
time. We may update our appearance, improve 
our facilities, and o�er new services; however, 
what will not change is our commitment to 
be there for our members who depend on us 
for electricity and fiber. For decades, we have 
provided our services to the homes, schools, 

and businesses of West Texas. These initia-
tives were introduced and approved because 
the Board of Directors recognize that mem-
bers’ needs are ever changing and our desire 
to exceed your expectations of the coopera-
tive.  

To ensure a safe and successful annual 
meeting, we are making a few changes to 
the format to safeguard members against 
COVID-19. In the coming weeks, members will 
receive detailed information regarding the 
time, location, and meeting format. This year’s 
annual meeting will look and feel di�erent. 
I encourage you to come out, register, vote 
and receive information about the coop. It is 
important that you take part of this time-hon-
ored process. 

At Taylor Electric, our vision remains the 
same - to provide you with safe and reliable 
electricity and fiber internet. Even during a 
pandemic, there is comfort and assurance that 
our folks at Taylor will be working to ensure 
you have what you need. It is a great time 
to be a member of Taylor Electric Coopera-
tive. I look forward to seeing you at our 82nd 
Annual Meeting of the Membership.

CEO  

A Time-Honored Tradition

Our vision remains the same 
- to provide you with safe 
and reliable electricity and 

ber internet. 
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Taylor Electric
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 county road 287, Merkel
P.o. Box 250, Merkel, Tx 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com
President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 
Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2
Garland Carter, Zone 2 
Richard Petree, at-large 
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3 
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
available on your apple or android device. 
BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500 
Payments credited immediately. 
IN PERSON
Hours Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 cr 287, Merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 
DROP BOX 
Merkel office at front gate. 
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day. 
PAY STATIONS 
• cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., abilene 
• united Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., abilene 
• check express, 906 e. Broadway ave.,

Sweetwater 
Payments credited next business day. 

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and 
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCAL
(325) 793-8500

SAVE
THE
DATE
Taylor Electric
Cooperative
Annual Meeting
April 22 

lySeNkoalex aNder |  iSTock .coM

luMeNST |  iSTock .coM

22
aPril

Nic Taylor |  iSTock .coM

Mark Your Calendar
Texas Independence Day
Tuesday, March 2
Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 14
St. Patrick’s Day
Wednesday, March 17
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF A PROPOSITION ON THE BALLOT 

To compile Taylor Electric Cooperative Inc.’s existing 
Articles of Incorporation and 8 amendments into a single Amended and 

Restated Articles of Incorporation, with clerical corrections 

MAIL-IN BALLOT NOTICE 
Members who cannot attend Taylor Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting on April 22, 2021 
can cast their ballots on this proposition through mail. Each Cooperative member is entitled to 
one vote. Absentee ballots are available upon request. Call (325) 793-8500 to have a ballot 
sent to your home or business. You will receive a prepaid envelope for the ballot return.   
Absentee ballot re ests open on arch  2 21 and must be postmarked by 5 3  p.m., April 
8, 2021 to Taylor EC headquarters and will be deposited into a secure ballot box, which will be 
opened by election administrators. 

1. To compile existing Articles of incorporation and eight (8) amendments into a single 
Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation.

2. To clarify Article VIII of Part II: Move existing language from the end of subpart (c) and 
relocate at the left margin so it is clear it modifies the opening statement of Article VIII, 
not just subpart (c).  This was the original intent given the context and corrects a clerical 
formatting error.

3. To renumber the second duplicate Article XI of Part II as Article XII.

A full copy of the Articles of Incorporation with the proposed changes described 
above is available to view on Taylor Electric’s website at taylorelectric.coop 
under “Your Coop / Annual Meeting”.  A full copy may also be obtained at 

Taylor EC headquarters. You may also call (325) 793-8500 to have a copy sent to 
your home or business. 

BALLOT ITEM CONTENT AND PROPOSED CHANGES
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WITH WARMER TEMPERATURES comes an increase in outdoor activity,
especially for homeowners getting their yards and gardens back into shape.
Think safety first, especially around electricity, when performing spring
chores.
e If you use an electric mower this spring, ensure that the blade is sharp

and in good condition, the discharge chute is free of dirt and debris, and
the insulation on the power cord is in good shape.
e Appliances and electric power tools should not be used outdoors

unless they are equipped with a heavy-duty cord and three-pronged plug.
If the grounding prong is missing or damaged, have it repaired before you
attempt to use it.
e Ensure that all outdoor electrical outlets are weatherproofed with

plug covers and equipped with a ground-fault circuit interrupter.
e Before digging, whether it’s to plant a tree, make a new garden bed or

start a construction project, call 811 to find out whether a buried electric
cable or other infrastructure might be on your property. The call is not
only required by Texas law—it might even save your life.
e If an electrical fire starts at an outdoor wall outlet, pull out the plug by

the cord or turn off power at the breaker and call 911. If the fire is small, you
can attempt to put it out with a carbon dioxide-based or general-purpose
fire extinguisher. Never put water on an electrical fire.
e If you are not sure you can handle a job, hire an expert—especially

when it comes to electrical repairs.
e Keep tools clean and maintained. Inspect them before each use.
e Plan ahead and don’t rush a job. Accidents are more likely when you’re

in a hurry.
eWear the correct clothing and sturdy shoes when mowing or using

other power tools in the yard.
e Before attempting to adjust or repair an electrical tool, don’t merely

turn it off—unplug it. D

Tackle Yardwork Safely
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Stay Cool
on Your Deck
BUILDING A  DECK off the house might
expand living space, but that outdoor
area is not useful if it’s too hot to enjoy.
Consider these solutions to stay cool on
your patio this summer: 
Install a retractable awning or canopy on
your house to shade your deck when the
weather requires it. 
Try a free-standing gazebo or umbrella,
paying special attention to anchoring it so
that it will stay put in windy conditions.
Adding mosquito netting could increase
the livability of the space during summer-
time, when bugs are out. 
Install a ceiling fan to permanent pergo-
las to provide a cooling breeze. Be sure to
wire it safely or plug it into a ground-fault
circuit interrupter-protected outlet. 
Lay out some light-colored area rugs to
reflect the sun’s harsh rays and create a
soft pad for bare feet. 
Surround the deck with cooling land-
scaping options, including shade trees
and grass. D
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W E  U S E  E L E CT R I CA L  appliances to heat, cool, clean and perform count-
less other chores around our homes and businesses every day. It’s easy to
take these time-saving tools for granted and forget to put safety first. Here
are some useful tips to help keep you and your appliances safe.
eWhen using space heaters, toasters, stoves, lamps or other heat-emitting

appliances, remember to keep combustibles such as paper, drapes and
furniture out of the way.
eKeep appliances clean, operating properly and out of high-traffic areas.
eUnplug irons and space heaters when you are finished with them and

let them cool before storing.
eNever try to operate an electric appliance while touching metal,

standing on a wet surface, or taking a bath or shower.
eUnder certain situations, a ground-fault circuit interrupter can auto-

matically shut off power to an outlet, protecting you from electric shock
and preventing fires. GFCIs should be installed in outlets near water
sources, such as bathrooms, kitchens, laundry rooms, garages and out-
doors. If your outlet has “test” and “reset” buttons, it has a GFCI.
e Keep objects, including fingers, away from all electric outlets. To pre-

vent injury to young children, use outlet covers and never overload outlets.
eUnplug appliances before cleaning and when not in use.
e Keep motors clean and free from lint, dust and dirt.
e If an appliance sparks, smokes or delivers a shock, unplug it and don’t

use it again until it has been repaired.
e Replace blown fuses with ones that are correctly sized in amperage

and wattage.
Some of the most common safety hazards are caused by misuse of

extension cords. It’s important to observe these safety rules when you
find it necessary to use them: 
eUse heavy-duty cords for power tools, weather-resistant cords outdoors

and three-wire cords with a three-prong plug for appliances that require
grounding.
eAvoid kinking, twisting or crushing cords and don’t run them under rugs.
e Pull the plug, not the cord.
eDon’t place a cord where it will be walked on, tripped over or damaged.
e Keep cords away from heat and water.
eNever wrap cords around metal pipes or appliances. D

Keep Appliances Safe

FA
BR

IK
AC

R 
| I

ST
OC

K.
CO

M

SEB_R A |  ISTOCK .COM

ROMOLO TAVANI |  ISTOCK .COM

POWER TIP

Instead of powering up
your TV and surround
sound system to watch
a movie, try reading a
book with just the right
amount of task lighting.

DID YOU KNOW?

March 20 is the first
day of spring and the
vernal equinox. On 
this day, daytime and
nighttime are roughly
equal for all parts of
the world. Equinox
means “equal night.” 
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AS  i n t e r e S t  i n green energy programs grows, consumers are discovering
that not every claim to energy efficiency is true.

Dishonest people are taking advantage of the movement’s popularity to
deceive others for their personal gain. Ploys include products that promise
to work miracles, fake contractors who run away with customers’ money,
energy company impersonators and cybercrime. 

Several bogus products on the market today claim to reduce power
usage. One such product is sometimes described as a “power saver” or
“power factor corrector” that plugs into an electrical outlet or is hard-wired
into an electrical panel. The nefarious manufacturers of these products
claim that electricity use is lower when something is plugged into it. 

These simply don’t work. Also beware of any device that requires tam-
pering with an electric meter, which is dangerous and illegal. 

Phony contractors might use a made-up license number to sell prod-
ucts and services such as solar panels and installation, or offer energy
efficiency repairs. Be sure to look into the legitimacy of a company by
contacting the state licensing board and checking the Better Business
Bureau before signing any contracts or paying for any services.

Impostors posing as utility employees sometimes go door to door offer-
ing to do energy audits or make electricity repairs. They might try high-
pressure tactics, make false promises or attempt to collect personal info.
Be especially suspicious of pairs of workers: One might attempt to distract
you while the other steals your valuables. Never let into your home anyone
who claims to be with Taylor Electric Cooperative without first checking
with the co-op. 

Phishing emails that appear to come from the U.S. Department of Energy
might falsely promise a tax refund for green home improvements. Don’t
open the email or any attachment, and don’t respond to any requests for
information. The email could contain a computer virus or be an attempt
to collect your personal information. 

Remember, some of the best ways to save energy are simple behavioral
changes—such as replacing incandescent lightbulbs with LEDs and using
power strips—which don’t require purchasing anything new or installing
any expensive equipment. D
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Find this and more delicious recipes
online at texasCoopPower.com.
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Susan’s Sriracha Bacon
Chicken Bites 
4 small boneless, skinless chicken

breast halves (6 ounces each or
about 1½ pounds total)

2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice
2 tablespoons Sriracha sauce
½ teaspoon cumin
16 slices bacon
⅓ cup packed light brown sugar

1. Cut each chicken breast into large,
bite-size (about 1-inch) chunks and
put them in a 1-gallon zipper bag.
2. Stir together oil, lime juice, Sriracha
sauce and cumin and pour over the
chicken. Let marinate for about 1 hour.
3. Cut each bacon slice into 2 pieces
and drape each piece over and
around a chicken cube, securing with
a toothpick. Arrange wraps on a flat
surface and sprinkle evenly with
brown sugar.
4. Spray top rack of a broiler pan with
high-temperature grilling spray and
arrange chicken wraps on top. 
5. Bake 6 inches under the broiling
element at 350 degrees for 25–28
minutes or until chicken is cooked
through.
6. When chicken is cooked, set oven
to broil and broil about 3–6 minutes,
watching carefully all the while, until
sugar starts to brown and edges of
bacon are crisp.
Makes 32 appetizers.

Stay Away From Scams 
That Promise Savings
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