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Every October for most of the past 
century, nonprofit cooperatives 

of all types have recognized National 
Cooperative Month—and we continue 
that tradition this year at Taylor Electric 
Cooperative.

Although Co-op Month was celebrated 
for years before a national proclamation, 
the U.S. o�cially lauded co-ops in 1964, 
when U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Orville 
Freeman proclaimed October as National 
Cooperative Month.

This year, members from more than 
29,000 cooperatives nationwide proclaim 
the advantages of cooperative mem-
bership and the benefits and value that 
co-ops deliver.

Co-ops—including Taylor EC—are non-
profit, democratically controlled, mem-
ber-owned businesses. Co-ops provide 
value to their members through highly 
personal customer service; economic 
development, conservation and service 
programs; the retirement of capital cred-
its; and democratic representation in 
business decisions.

Electric co-ops are owned by those 
they serve. That’s why those who receive 
electric service from America’s electric 
cooperatives are called members, not 
customers. Co-ops exist to serve their 
members, and we strive to keep our level 
of service high even during the toughest 
times.

From attending an annual meeting 
to serving on the board, members are 
encouraged to be actively involved in 
the business of their cooperatives. Mem-
bers maintain democratic control of 
their co-op, which means they elect fel-

low members to represent them on the 
board of directors. 

The cooperative business model 
also gives members economic con-
trol. Because cooperatives are owned 
and controlled by the people who use 
their services, decisions are made with 
the best interests of co-op members 
in mind—not to financially benefit cor-
porate stockholders. Instead of issuing 
stock or paying dividends to outside 
shareholders, co-ops return margins 
(“profits”) to their members in the form 
of capital credits at the end of the year 
when they’re able.

Another principle that sets co-ops 
apart from other businesses is their con-
cern for community. Cooperatives have 
a special responsibility and desire to 
participate in and support the areas in 
which their members live and work.

Co-ops are more personal and acces-
sible than other types of businesses 
because their employees work and live 
alongside those they serve. Co-ops are 
dedicated to powering communities and 
empowering members.

Here at Taylor EC, we think the cooper-
ative di�erence is worth celebrating this 
year and every year. 

CEO  
Co-op Month is Cause for 
Celebration 
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Taylor Electric
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 county road 287, merkel
P.o. Box 250, merkel, tX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com
President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 
Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-treasurer, Zone 2
Garland Carter, Zone 2 
Richard Petree, At-Large 
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3 
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
Available on your Apple or Android device. 
BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500 
Payments credited immediately. 
IN PERSON
Hours monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 cr 287, merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 
DROP BOX 
Merkel office at front gate. 
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day. 
PAY STATIONS 
• cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., Abilene 
• United Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., Abilene 
• check Express, 906 E. Broadway Ave.,

Sweetwater 
Payments credited next business day. 

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and 
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCAL
(325) 793-8500
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THE Y’RE  CONVE NIE NT and come with all kinds of built-in safety features,
but space heaters still contribute to more than 40% of house fires and 81%
of house fire-related deaths, according to the National Fire Protection
Association.

If you rely on space heaters to keep rooms warm, follow a few common-
sense precautions.
e Before using any space heater, read the manufacturer’s instructions

and safety precautions.
eOnly use space heaters on flat surfaces—preferably the floor but never

a carpet or rug.
e Keep the heater at least 3 feet away from flammable fabrics, including

furniture and draperies.
e Likewise, place the heater at least 3 feet away from the wall where it’s

plugged in. If it’s too close, it could overheat the wall and start a fire.
e Choose a model that lets you tilt the heating element upward so you

can direct the heat away from the floor.
eNever disable a tip-over switch. Most modern space heaters come with

them built in.
eDon’t use a space heater in a bathroom, laundry room or any other space

where water could touch the appliance. Water and electricity do not mix.
e Turn off the heater when you leave the room. If it does tip over, you

need to know immediately so you can pick it up before it starts a fire. 
e Keep a close eye on a space heater when kids and pets are in the room

with it. Or better yet, don’t use a space heater around children and animals.
e Plug space heaters into wall outlets, not extension cords, power strips

or surge protectors. Using those kinds of cords increases the risk of an
overloaded circuit, which can start a fire.
eMake sure your space heater has a label indicating that it has been

tested by a laboratory recognized by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration. D

Take Extra Care 
With Space Heaters
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AS  T H E  S E AS O N  C H A N G E S to cooler weather, your thoughts
also might turn to keeping out the coming winter cold. Insulat-
ing the attic is an effective way to help keep your house cozy
and energy efficient—not just over the cool months but at all
times of the year.

The U.S. Department of Energy estimates homeowners could
reduce energy costs by 10% –50% with proper attic insulation.

Typically, houses in warm-weather states should have R-38
insulation in the attic, whereas houses in cold climates should
have R-49. Check with your local building department for code
requirements.

If you discover you need more insulation, you might be wor-
ried about the process. Rest assured that in most cases, you can
add the new insulation on top of old insulation.

An exception to this is if the existing insulation is or has
been wet. Wet insulation can promote the growth of mold or
mildew and cause building materials to rot. If it’s wet or
appears to have water damage, you should look for the cause
and repair the problem to prevent it from happening again.
Then remove any wet or damaged insulation. 

Here are some additional consid-
erations for adding insulation to an
attic:
e Batt or rolled insulation and blown

loose-fill insulation (made of fiberglass
or cellulose) can be installed on top of
old insulation.
eDo not place “faced” insulation on

top of existing insulation. Any new batt
or roll of insulation added on top of
existing insulation in the attic needs to
be without a vapor retardant, or facing,
because this paper between layers of
insulation can trap moisture. Any exist-
ing batt or roll insulation should place
the facing against an attic’s drywall
floor—or have no facing at all.
e If you cannot find unfaced rolls of

insulation, you can carefully pull the
kraft paper off without much loss of
insulation.
e If your new insulation is in rolls,

you should roll it out perpendicular to
the joists. Be sure to use unfaced rolls
or pull off the kraft paper. 
e You should not tack down rolled

insulation. Insulation needs to be fluffy
to block heat flow. Squashing insulation

flat to tack it down will reduce the R-value, or effectiveness.
e If you discover vermiculite insulation in your attic, be sure

to have it tested before doing work there because it might con-
tain asbestos. If the test reveals that asbestos is present, a certi-
fied removal expert should remove the vermiculite. 
e You also can hire a contractor to blow loose-fill insulation

in your attic. 
e If tackling the project yourself, be sure to take safety pre-

cautions, including wearing a long-sleeve shirt, gloves, eye 
protection and a dust mask. Take care not to cover can lights
unless they are rated for contact with insulation. And be careful
not to step through the ceiling!
e Remember, a tightly sealed house is as important as insu-

lation, so fill all cracks in the living area and the attic with caulk
or expanding foam. Some areas to pay special attention to are
around attic windows, pipes, wires, exhaust fans and ducts,
and chimneys and flues. D
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Add Insulation To Keep Warm
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Fall Checklist: Address 
Safety, Maintenance Issues
THE BLISTERING SUMMER heat isn’t far behind us, but it won’t
be long until heating season arrives and the house is full of
family for the holidays.

Head off any potential problems by scheduling maintenance
and safety checks now for your home’s heating and electrical
devices. Here’s where to start:

Furnace. Before you turn on the heat, make sure your fur-
nace is in good working condition. A qualified technician
should do a biannual check of your system—once in the fall for
heating and again in the spring for air conditioning. The tech
can spot small problems before they become major repairs.

Thermostats. If your home doesn’t have a programmable
thermostat, you could be paying more to heat and cool your
home than you need to. Programmable thermostats automati-
cally turn the heat up or down—helpful when you’re sleeping
or away for a few hours.

Ground-fault circuit interrupters. A licensed electrician
can install GFCI outlets in your bathroom, kitchen and laundry
room; around hot tubs and pools; and under windows—all
areas that have the potential to get wet. A GFCI will shut off the
electricity to an appliance that short circuits and circuits that
are overcharged—a safety must.

Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. If you
don’t have them near all bedrooms in your home, it’s time to

install them. Then check them twice a year to make sure they’re
still working and that they have fresh batteries.

Overloaded outlets. You can overload an electrical circuit
by connecting an appliance that draws a lot of electricity—like
a range, dishwasher, refrigerator or even some entertainment
systems and exercise equipment—to a circuit that is designed
for a smaller load. You can also overload a circuit by using a
power strip to plug too many appliances into a single outlet.
Ask a licensed electrician to inspect your home for potential
circuit overloads, which can cause fires.

Extension cords. Extension cords can become frayed and
damaged with use over time. If you’re planning on using them
to provide power to holiday decorations, give them a safety
check and be sure to use cords that are rated for the outdoors.  

Yard tools. Winterize and stow away warm weather tools
such as lawn mowers and trimmers. Check cold weather tools
like leaf blowers and snow blowers, along with their power
cords, if they have them. Repair and replace worn tools and
components. D
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