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Taylor Electric
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 county Road 287, merkel
P.o. Box 250, merkel, tX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com
President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 
Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, secretary-treasurer, Zone 2
Garland Carter, Zone 2 
Richard Petree, At-Large 
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3 
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
Available on your Apple or Android device. 
BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500 
Payments credited immediately. 
IN PERSON
Hours monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 cR 287, merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 
DROP BOX 
Merkel office at front gate. 
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day. 
PAY STATIONS 
• cash saver, 155 sayles Blvd., Abilene 
• United supermarket, 2160 Pine st., Abilene 
• check Express, 906 E. Broadway Ave.,

sweetwater 
Payments credited next business day. 

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and 
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCAL
(325) 793-8500
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Merry 
Christmas
"Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men."
Luke 2:14

The offices of Taylor EC 
will be closed December 24–25
and January 1 for the holidays.
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THE FESTIVE  HOLIDAY MOOD may make you want to decorate to the max
with sparkly lights and yard decorations, but remember to consider cost
and energy savings. As you put the finishing touches on that giant Nativ-
ity scene or Santa’s sleigh on your roof, be sure to remember these energy-
efficient holiday decorating tips.

Buy LED Lights
Those old incandescent holiday lights you have been putting up forever
are inefficient, and despite careful storage, often emerge only halfway lit
with many being tossed in landfills. Instead, save money by replacing
them with Energy Star-qualified LEDs. In addition to using 70% less
energy than traditional bulbs, LEDs are brighter, eco-friendly and safer—
as they are much cooler than incandescent lights. Plus you can use up to
24 strings of LEDs connected end to end without overloading a wall
socket—that potentially means easier setup. And these bulbs last up to 
25 times longer when used correctly. 

Rebates
You can sometimes find local rebates and coupons on Energy Star-rated
decorative light strings at many hardware and department stores. In addi-
tion, these lights often have a three-year warranty, come in a variety of
colors, and have indoor and outdoor models.

Limit Hourly Usage
Consider setting timers for lights to automatically turn them on at dusk and
off in the middle of the night, when fewer people are out to enjoy them. You
can save money on your electric bill by keeping light displays on only when
you can see them at night. If you are still using traditional incandescent
bulbs, this tip is even more important for cutting energy costs.

Reflect Your Creativity
Carefully placed reflective ornaments and tinsel can be just as bright at
night, so get creative with your lighting display to multiply your shine.
You could even mirror your next-door neighbors’ costly display with a
string of silver bells on your railing. Not interested in electric lights at all?
Ribbons, wreaths, garland and reflective menorahs provide a traditional,
electricity-free ambiance. D

Decorate for Energy
Efficiency This Holiday SAVE THE DATE

Taylor Electric
Cooperative
Annual Meeting
April 22, 2021 

Notice of Deadline To
File Applications for
Place on the Ballot

notice is hereby given that
applications for a place on the
Board of directors for taylor
electric cooperative, inc.
regular election ballot may be
filed during the following time:
Filing Dates and Times
Start Date: January 1, 2021
End Date: February 1, 2021, at
5:30 p.m.

LysenkoALex Ander |  istock .com
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Prepare for 
Winter Storms 
W H E N  W I N T E R  T E M P E R AT U R E S drop and
storms hit, heavy snow and ice can lead
to downed power lines and power out-
ages. Prepare your family for that possi-
bility and stay safe with these tips.
e Stay warm. Plan to use a safe alternate

heating source, such as a wood-burning
stove, during a power outage. But exer-
cise caution when using such sources,
and never leave the heating source
unattended. if you are using gasoline-,
propane- or natural gas-burning
devices to stay warm, never use them
indoors. remember that fuel- and
wood-burning sources of heat should
always be properly ventilated.

e Stay fed. keep handy several days’
worth of food that does not need to be
cooked. Crackers, cereal, canned
goods and bread are good options.
Five gallons of water per person should
also be available in the event of an
extended power outage. 

e Stay indoors. it is best not to travel
during winter storms, but if you must,
bring a survival kit along, and do not
travel alone. if you encounter downed
lines, always assume they are live. 
stay as far away from the downed lines
as possible, and report the situation to
our dispatchers if possible by calling
(325) 793-8500. D
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T H E  T E X AS  R U R A L Electric Women’s Association raised more than
$100,000 this year for co-op causes, despite not being able to hold its
annual fundraising events at Texas Electric Cooperatives’ annual meeting,
which was held virtually this year amid the COVID-19 pandemic. TEC is
the state association that represents and supports the more than 70 elec-
tric co-ops across Texas.

TREWA’s mission is to educate co-op consumer-members and the gen-
eral public about electric cooperative systems and raise awareness of the
issues affecting co-ops and the good that they do. The group presents a
unified front for member-owned electric cooperatives as they improve the
quality of life in rural Texas.

Fundraising activities at the TEC Annual Meeting traditionally include
a membership booth, arts and crafts booth, raffles, and a silent auction.
Members of electric cooperative boards and their families and co-op
employees support TREWA and its objectives through participation in
these fundraising activities. This year, with in-person giving impossible,
the group counted on the generosity of the co-op family. They came
through, giving $100,000.

“We put our good faith into the cooperative family to help us raise this
money to continue our good work in these trying times,” said Karen
Culpepper, TREWA board president and a Wise Electric Cooperative
employee. “You came through with flying colors. We are extremely grate-
ful for this overwhelming response.”

TREWA plans to give the funds to co-op initiatives: $30,000 for scholar-
ships, $10,000 to the Government-in-Action Youth Tour trip to Washing-
ton, D.C., and $85,000 for government relations advocacy efforts. The
group awarded 20 scholarships in 2020 to high school students who are
members of electric cooperatives in Texas.

Members of electric cooperatives, board members and families of board
members are welcome to become members of TREWA. Membership costs
just $10 per year, and applications can be found online at trewa.org. D

Fundraiser Supports
the Co-op Family  
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E L E CT R I C I T Y  CA N  L I G H T more than just your tree this Christmas. It also
can power your holiday gift list.

Electric gadgets can cook, entertain, help with chores and improve your
health, getting the job done quieter, cheaper and more efficiently. But
before shopping or clicking, remember these tips.

Don’t always buy the cheapest. Inexpensive rechargeable batteries,
for example, can catch fire. And their charges can be limited, sometimes
giving just a few minutes of use at a time. 

Be smart online. Any internet-connected device can be hacked. Even
security cameras and smart TVs come with a preset, lousy password.
Change it. And keep the software updated—updates often include impor-
tant security fixes. 

Here are a few gift ideas—whether you’re giving or receiving.
For the cook. Sous vide is the latest kitchen trend. In French it means

“under vacuum,” but it’s basically a cooking technique that seals food in a
plastic bag and slow cooks it in water. Sous vide devices come as an elec-
tric pot or, for less money, as a wand that you stick into your own pot of
water with the plastic bag. 

For the handyperson. Electric lawn mowers, trimmers and chain saws
eliminate spills and trips to the gas station. Rechargeable battery models
are best for suburban yards where the job takes about 30 minutes. Plug-in
versions have the hassle and distance limitations of a cord but are more
powerful and cheaper. 

For fun. If the video games in your house are a few years old, gamers
will get much better graphics with an upgrade, and they will save energy,
as console manufacturers improve on efficiency. E-readers make books
available quickly and cheaply, and now you can even check out electronic
books for free from your local public library. 

For health. Smartwatches and fitness trackers not only keep track of
how far you walk each day but can appeal to your competitive streak by
enlisting a virtual walking or running mate. A wide range of power scoot-
ers are available for fun or for commuting, and some even have pedals to
supplement the motor, so you can get a bit of exercise, too. 

For your pet. Electronics will shoot tennis balls for your dog to fetch,
feed and water pets while you’re away, and monitor their health, and cam-
eras can keep track of what they’re up to when you leave. D

Electrify Your Holiday Gift List
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Close the
Refrigerator!
I N  T H E  B U S T L E  of christmas dinner,
cooks often make a mistake that can spoil
the food and raise the energy bill: they
leave the refrigerator door open.
sure, it’s convenient to let it sit open if
you’re going to get back to it in a minute.
But it’s one of the least energy-efficient
things you can do in the kitchen.
Here are other tips that will keep your
food fresh, your family healthier and your
energy use under control as you overuse
your kitchen this holiday season.
e Before you place leftovers in the fridge,

wrap them up. raw meat and poultry
leak, and those juices can contaminate
other food on lower shelves.

e cool food on the counter before stick-
ing it in the fridge. Hot food will raise
the temperature inside the refrigerator.

e Fill your fridge so cold items can help
keep other items cool. But an overflow-
ing refrigerator doesn’t allow air to cir-
culate between items, which fools the
unit into working harder and wasting
energy. D
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T H E  C OAT S  H AV E  B E E N cleaned, the mittens and scarves found,
and the sweaters pulled out of the attic. Old Man Winter has
settled in across Texas. Your wardrobe is ready, but what about
your house—is it ready for winter? A small investment of time
to review your home for safety and efficiency weak spots can
pay big dividends toward making your home safer and more
energy efficient and ultimately reduce electric bills this winter.

Time spent checking and winterizing heating equipment
now can be a worthy investment, saving you money on your
monthly bill and ensuring your home is safe. It’s important to
have a professional inspect and service your furnace to make
sure it’s in good working order before turning the heat on this
winter. An efficient heating system means greater comfort at a
lower cost. 

Clean or replace furnace filters monthly during winter
use, and check ducts, flues and chimneys. Ensure the chimney
is clean, clear of wildlife nests, and that there is no blockage in
high-efficiency furnaces that vent through the wall. Keeping
heating equipment clean and in good repair will ensure peak
efficiency and safety.

Consider installing a programmable thermostat to auto-
matically raise and lower home temperatures for energy savings
day and night. Set your thermostat to lower temperatures while
you’re asleep or away from home.

Make sure attics and flooring, especially above unheated
spaces such as crawl spaces and garages, are properly insu-
lated. A quick rule of thumb in the attic is to look for the ceiling
joists: If you can see the joists, you don’t have enough insula-
tion. Ceiling joists are typically 10–11 inches high, at most, and
insulation should be a minimum of 12 inches deep. Find air
leaks in homes by moistening your fingertips and running
them around doors and window frames to feel for drafts. Check
around outlets and look for gaps near the dryer vent, chimneys
and faucet pipes. Seal them all with caulk or weatherstripping.

Another way to save energy is by replacing screens with
storm windows and doors. Double-pane windows with low-e
coatings can reduce heating bills by 34% in cold climates com-
pared to uncoated, single-pane windows. If you have older or
leaky windows that you can’t replace, consider temporary fixes,
such as plastic film kits that approximate the effect of an inte-
rior storm window.

Consider replacing incandescent lightbulbs with energy-
efficient LEDs, which use one-fifth of the energy consumed
by a regular bulb and can last 25 times as long or longer. D

Winterize for Savings and Safety
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