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Your Unique Source of Power
YO U H AV E A U N I Q U E story to tell about yourself because you are part of an
electric cooperative community. But if you’re like a lot of electric cooperative consumer-members, you might not feel you know enough to tell that
story well. So here’s some help.
About 1 in 10 Americans receive their power the way you do, from an
electric co-op. Electric cooperatives belong to the people they serve—that
would be you and your neighbors—and were ﬁrst formed in the 1930s
because major utilities, owned by investors wanting to make a proﬁt,
ignored rural America. They didn’t think there was enough money to be
earned there. So people in rural communities joined forces and formed
locally owned electric co-ops.
October is National Co-op Month, the time of year when cooperatives
across the country celebrate the many ways co-ops are unique and, more
important, the members they serve. This year we’re focusing on our ties
to the local community. Your co-op was built by the community, for the
community, so let’s take a look at what that means for you, the members
of the co-op.
Your co-op is here to stay. Since the co-op belongs to the members it
serves with safe, reliable, aﬀordable energy, it’s not going to move out of
the country or even across the state. It’s staying right where it is.
Your co-op knows you. No two cooperatives are alike. Across the country there are more than 900 electric co-ops. Because each of those co-ops
belongs to the people who live there, the co-op listens to the community it
is a part of. Whether it’s working with the latest energy eﬃciency technologies or keeping the electric grid safe and secure, your electric co-op can
oﬀer solutions that make the most sense in your area.
Your co-op cares about your community. The co-op’s top priority is
to power the community. It is not owned by faraway, or even nearby,
investors looking only for a good return on their money. Your co-op partners with local organizations on community events, fundraisers, youth
programs and more. We’re your friends and neighbors. By investing in the
local community, your electric co-op supports economic development
and prosperity for all, right here at home.
And these are just a few ways you and your electric cooperative are one
of a kind. D
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24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCA L
(325) 793-8500

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOU R B I L L
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com
TAYLOR E LECTRIC APP
available on your apple or android device.
BY PHONE
(325) 793-8500
Payments credited immediately.
IN PE RSON
Hours monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Merkel 226 cR 287, merkel 79536
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately.
DROP BOX
Merkel office at front gate.
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day.
PAY STATIONS
• cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., abilene
• United Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., abilene
• check Express, 906 E. Broadway ave.,
Sweetwater
Payments credited next business day.
VISIT U S ONLINE
taylorelectric.com
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Save Electricity
While Working
Remotely

A S A M E R I C A N FA M I L I E S and businesses
transition to remote work to slow the
spread of COVID-19, many have seen a
surge in home energy use—and in electric bills. Simple money-saving steps can
help lower your bills without jeopardizing
safety or comfort.

Recommended energy-saving tips
include:

e Program your thermostat to maximize

Stay Safe at Home
E L E CT R I C A L M A L F U N CT I O N S AC C O U N T for thousands of home ﬁres each
year, resulting in deaths, injuries and property damage. The average
American home was built in 1977, which means many homes simply can't
handle the demands of today’s electrical appliances and devices. Keep
safety in mind with these helpful tips from Electrical Safety Foundation
International.

Learn the warning signs of an overloaded electrical system:
e Frequent tripping of circuit breakers or blowing of fuses.
e Dimming of lights when other devices are turned on.
e Buzzing sounds from switches or outlets.
e Discolored outlets.
e Appliances that seem underpowered.
How to avoid overloading circuits:
e Label your circuit breakers to distinguish the diﬀerent circuits in your
home and what they power.
e Have your home inspected by a qualiﬁed electrician if the home is older
than 40 years or if you’ve had a major appliance installed.
e Have a qualiﬁed electrician install new circuits for devices that draw
lots of energy.
e Reduce your electrical load by using energy-eﬃcient appliances and
lighting.

energy savings. Setting your thermostat 1 degree lower when heating or 1
degree higher when cooling can reduce
energy use by up to 5%.

e Do only full loads of laundry and wash

with cold water. Using warm water
instead of hot can cut a load’s energy
use in half, and using cold water saves
even more.

e Air-dry dishes. This can cut your dishwasher’s energy use by up to 50%.

e Replace incandescent lightbulbs with

LEDs. Lighting can amount to up to
12% of monthly energy use. LEDs can
cut lighting costs by 75%.

e Unplug appliances and electronics

when not in use. Small appliances and
electronics use energy even when not
in use. When powered on, game consoles, TVs and similar electronics are
responsible for up to 12% of a home’s
energy use. D
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Working from home? Follow these safety tips to keep you and your
home safe from electrical hazards.
e Avoid overloading outlets.
e Unplug appliances when not in use to save energy and minimize the
risk of shock and ﬁre.
e Regularly inspect electrical cords and extension cords for damage.
e Extension cords should only be used on a temporary basis.
e Never plug a space heater or fan into an extension cord or power strip.
e Never run cords under rugs, carpets, doors or windows.
e Make sure cords do not become tripping hazards.
e Keep paper and other potential combustibles at least 3 feet away from
heat sources.
e Use lightbulbs with the proper wattage for lamps and light ﬁxtures.
e Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Test them monthly, change
batteries annually and replace units every 10 years. D
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Cool Off Your Winter Energy Bill

YO u ’ v E B u d g E t E d f O r holiday gifts, meals and maybe a vacation—but with money tight, that doesn’t leave much room for
home energy eﬃciency upgrades. Does that mean you’re powerless to lower your electric bill? Not at all. Keep your energy
bill cool this winter with these tips and tricks:
Window coverings: Are you using your windows to capture
heat? Open drapes and shades to catch free solar heat during
the day. Close them at night to keep the heat inside.
Thermostat: Set your thermostat to 68 degrees (or lower if
comfortable).
Got tape? Though not as durable as foam, rubber or vinyl,
you can use nonporous tape (such as cloth ﬁrst-aid tape) to keep
cold air from squeezing into your home. Tape is good for blocking corners and irregular cracks and can be used at the top and
bottom of a window sash, in door frames and attic hatches, and
to seal inoperable windows. Reinforce it with staples if needed.
Move the air: Run ceiling fans on low and reverse the rotation to pull air up in winter. This keeps warm air circulating
without cooling you.
Free vents: Your heating, ventilating and air conditioning
system will have to work twice as hard if your air registers and
vents are blocked by rugs, furniture or drapes. Keep them clear
to allow air to ﬂow freely.
tayloreleCtriC.Com
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Garage drain: Leave your garage door down. A warmer
garage in winter will save energy.
Rug relief: Have a spare rug? Use it to cover bare ﬂoors for
added insulation.
Cool food: Don’t make your fridge work too hard. Clean its
coils every year, and set the temperature between 34 and 37
degrees; leave the freezer between zero and 5 degrees. Keep the
freezer full because frozen food helps your freezer stay cool.
When cooking, keep lids on pots, and let hot food cool oﬀ
before placing it in the refrigerator.
Hot savings: Heating water accounts for 12% of the average
home’s energy use. Set your water heater temperature no higher
than 120 degrees. For households with only one or two members, 115 degrees works.
There are other ways to conserve energy, too. Remember,
you don’t pay for what you don’t use. When you’re not watching TV or using lights, computers and other electronics, turn
them oﬀ. Lower your home’s temperature a bit and wear a
sweater to stay warm, or place an extra blanket on the bed at
night. Find more ways to save at togetherwesave.com. D
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Who
Owns
What?
Electric Co-opġOwned Equipment vsċ
Member-Owned Equipment
This graphic depicts equipment owned by the co-op (in gold) and the member (in blue).
If a storm damages any equipment owned by the co-op, we are responsible for
repairs. If a storm damages any member-owned equipment, the member is
responsible for repairs. Members should hire a licensed electrician
when making any repairs to member-owned equipment.
Co-op ownedƫ
Memberƫowned

Service
point

Power
distribution lines
Transformer
Service line

Weatherhead

Tree trimming

Service
mast

Trimming trees
around service line
is the member’s
responsibility

Power
pole

Service
mast
guy

Meter socket
and jaws

Meter
Meter socket
Padmountƫ
transformer

Service line
Note: This graphic depicts overhead and underground service.
Please be aware of which type of service you receive at your home or business.

Service
panel
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Safety Tips
for Hunters

we encourage all
members to be aware of electrical equipment and take necessary precautions
while hunting. keep these safety tips in
mind as you enjoy the great outdoors.
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THIS HUNTING SE ASON,

R A N S O M WA R E , C R E D E N T I A L T H E F T, phishing emails and other attempts
at cybercrime are no longer a question of if but of when. It only takes one
click on a malicious email, website or attachment to allow access to private information or for a virus to inﬁltrate a smartphone or computer.
Since October is National Cybersecurity Awareness Month, it’s a good
time to review some simple things you can do to protect yourself from
cybersecurity threats.

Keep Your Defenses Up
e Make sure all your computer software—including your web browser—is
updated. Keeping software up to date helps ensure that your system can
block cyberthreats that are always evolving.
e Create strong passwords and keep them private. It can take ﬁve days to
crack a nine-character password but more than two centuries to crack a
password consisting of 12 characters or more.
e Treat all Wi-Fi networks as a potential security risk. Never check ﬁnancial or other sensitive accounts when using public Wi-Fi. Encrypt sensitive data when using a public Wi-Fi network.

Don’t Fall for a Phish
e Be on the lookout for emails, phone calls and other messages that try to
gain access to your private information. If it sounds too good to be true,
it probably is. If something seems oﬀ, trust your instincts.
e Think before you click! Don’t click links or attached ﬁles in emails or
text messages from senders you don’t know. Even if you do know the
sender, hover over the link before you click, as the account may have
been hacked or someone could be spooﬁng it. There are many ways to
spot a phish, and you can see them all at staysafeonline.org.
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Protect Yourself
Against Cybercrime

e take notice of posted warning signs

and keep clear of electrical equipment.

e do not shoot at or near power lines or
insulators.

e know where the power lines and

equipment are located on the land
where you hunt.

e Be especially careful in wooded areas
where power lines might not be as
visible.

e do not place deer stands on utility

poles or climb poles. energized lines
and equipment can conduct electricity
to anyone who comes into contact with
them, causing shock or electrocution.

e do not place decoys on power lines or

other utility equipment. any nonelectrical equipment attached to a pole can
pose an obstruction and serious hazards to our line crews. D

Remember, you are your best line of defense against cybersecurity
threats. D
taylorelectric.com
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