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As the saying goes: The only thing that 
stays the same is everything changes. 

The global pandemic has caused alter-
ations to our everyday lives. Cancelled 
trips, limitations at local businesses, and 
changes to school protocols have a�ected 
each of us. One thing, however, that will 
never change is Taylor Electric Cooper-
ative’s commitment to providing quality, 
a�ordable services to our membership. 
We understand that electricity and reli-
able internet are paramount to ensure your 
home functions as normally as possible.  

In 2017, our board of directors sought a 
project that would push the boundaries of 
the co-op while providing a much-needed 
benefit to our membership. After several 
months of research and consideration, it 
became clear that our membership didn’t 
have access to quality internet. Their inabil-
ity to receive consistent internet was hav-
ing an adverse e�ect on their professional 
and personal lives. Research found many 
of our members were unable to work from 
home, do homework, or simply stream a 
movie without slow speeds or excessive 
cost. It was with this insight the board 
agreed to enter the next frontier, fiber 
internet. 

I am proud to say to date 4,000 mem-
bers have access to our fiber internet. Our 
crews have worked tirelessly to fulfill the 
cooperative vision and bring this service to 
our membership. This achievement would 
not have been possible without the dedi-
cation and commitment of our employees. 
Once the board announced the decision 
to o�er fiber internet, our employees 
embraced the challenge. They began cre-
ating new procedures, accruing new tech-
nology, and took on the task of learning a 

new industry. They answered the call will-
ingly and were eager to provide a service 
that would greatly improve the quality of 
life for our membership. Their unwavering 
dedication has led to our success and we 
are currently exploring new fiber areas, 
and we are excited for further expansion 
of our fiber network in 2021.  

We are aware that so many of our mem-
bers are now working from home, stu-
dents are going to school online, and so 
many are doing both at the same time. 
Our services have always been a necessity, 
but they have now become the lifeline so 
many need to maintain some sense of nor-
malcy. We recognize this need and deeply 
appreciate the responsibility with which 
you have entrusted us. We are here each 
day working to 
bring our mem-
bers the best 
quality care pos-
sible. Our philos-
ophy of helping 
members in need, 
providing qual-
ity services, and 
shoring up our 
communities has 
never and will 
never change. I 
appreciate your 
membership and 
look forward to 
the exciting times 
ahead at Taylor 
Electric.

  

CEO  
Quality Care During 
Uncertain Times
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Taylor Electric
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 county Road 287, merkel
P.o. Box 250, merkel, tX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com
President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 
Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board chairman, zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice chairman, zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-treasurer, zone 2
Garland Carter, zone 2 
Richard Petree, at-Large 
Kathryn Rainey, zone 3 
Gay Simmons, zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
available on your apple or android device. 
BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500 
Payments credited immediately. 
IN PERSON
Hours monday–friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 cR 287, merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 
DROP BOX 
Merkel office at front gate. 
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day. 
PAY STATIONS 
• cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., abilene 
• United Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., abilene 
• check Express, 906 E. Broadway ave.,

Sweetwater 
Payments credited next business day. 

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and 
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCAL
(325) 793-8500

             

  

  

  

  

             

        
      

     
      

      
      

        
     
     

     
     
       

       
        

       
      

      
      
      

      
      
       
      

        
       
      

        
       

 
        

        
       

       
     
      

      
      

      
     

     
         

      
        

       
      

        
      
       

       
        

      
        
        

       
        

       
       

     
        
   

  
   

  
  
   

   
 

   
   

  
   
   

  
  

   
   

   

  

  
   

 

        

CLOTHE S WASHE RS AND DRYE RS are among the top energy-consuming
appliances, according to the U.S. Department of Energy, but a few changes
on laundry day can reduce energy use. 

Older models use even more energy, so replacing outdated washers and
dryers with new, energy-efficient versions can pay off in the long term. 

If purchasing new appliances is not an option, there are still ways to
make doing laundry more cost-effective. Some of these steps might even
extend the life of your clothes.
Wash clothes with cold water. Using cold water means your water

heater doesn’t have to work to heat gallons of water. Even using warm
water instead of hot can cut a wash load’s energy consumption by half. 
Wash only full loads. The appliance uses the same amount of electric-

ity to do a partial load as a full load. 
Size dryer loads to the machine. If a dryer is too full or not full

enough, it will take longer to dry the clothes. 
Air-dry when possible. Skip the dryer altogether and opt to hang laun-

dry outside or on a drying rack to save energy. 
Clean the lint filter on the dryer. Cleaning the lint filter allows your

dryer to run more efficiently. Remove the lint buildup after every load and
scrub the screen monthly to remove dryer sheet buildup. 
Switch out loads while the dryer is still warm.Not allowing the dryer

to cool down between loads makes use of residual heat and means the
dryer does not have to work as hard to heat up again.
Use dryer balls. Dryer balls, made of wool or rubber, bounce around in

the dryer and help separate clothes so air can dry them faster. They also
reduce static, helping reduce the need for dryer sheets.
Use lower temperatures and the cool-down setting on the dryer.

Drying with a cooler temperature saves money even if the dryer runs
longer. The cool-down setting allows clothes to continue drying with
residual heat. 
Dry heavy materials separately from lighter materials. Light mate-

rial takes less time to dry so it’s inefficient to combine it with items made
of heavy materials such as jeans or towels. 
Use the moisture sensor option on the dryer if yours has one. The

sensor shuts off the machine as soon as the clothes are dry. D

Save Loads on Laundry Day
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A N YO N E  W H O  U S E S a ladder should take extra precautions when working
outdoors around electrical hazards—to prevent shock or electrocution. 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health has 
recommendations for work sites that can be applied to anyone 
using a ladder—whether for personal use or on the job.
e Before using a ladder, identify nearby overhead power lines. Note their

distance from work areas and always assume power lines are energized.
e Consider the length of the ladder you’re using, allowing room for raising

and lowering the ladder. 
e Contact Taylor Electric Cooperative if work needs to be done near over-

head power lines. 
e Don’t use metal ladders near power lines. 
e Ensure conductive objects are kept at least 10 feet away from lines.
e Make sure that ladders are stable, level and supported to prevent move-

ment into a power line.
e Carry ladders horizontally, not vertically, and have someone help carry

and set up large ladders. 
e For every 4 feet between the ground and the upper point on which the

ladder rests, set the feet of the ladder out 1 foot horizontally.
e Never touch a person or ladder that has made contact with an overhead

power line. Call 911 and Taylor EC immediately.

Falls are always a possibility when using ladders. Follow these 
guidelines from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
to avoid a spill.
e Inspect ladders for damage before use.
e Only use ladders on stable, level surfaces. 
e Always face the ladder and maintain three points of contact when

climbing it.
e Do not use a ladder while it’s in a closed position. 
e Do not use the top step of a ladder unless it was designed for that 

purpose. 
e Do not move a ladder while a person or piece of equipment is on it. 
e Observe the maximum load rating of the ladder and be aware of the

user’s weight combined with any equipment. 
e Place nonfolding ladders so that they extend at least 3 feet beyond the

point of support. D

Use Ladders Safely Outdoors
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Make Over Your
Manufactured
Home
A  M I N I  M A K E OV E R of a manufactured
home to increase energy efficiency can
yield big savings. consider the following
tips from the u.S. Department of housing
and urban Development to enhance the
operation of your home.
e Roll or spray a reflective, cool-roof

coating onto the roof.
e Drain a gallon of water from the water

heater yearly to remove sediment.
e clean or replace the furnace filter and

air conditioner filters.
e insulate the water heater and its pipes

and set the thermostat to 120 degrees. 
e apply polyethylene film or disposable

plastic insulation to windows.
e clean light fixtures to improve 

brightness. 
e only use lED lightbulbs.
e Remove or cover window air condition-

ers during cold months.
e install a well-sealed insulated skirt

around the base of the home.
e Seal duct ends and connections with

mastic. 
e check and add insulation under the

floor. D
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TOGETHER, LET’S 
CELEBRATE THE POWER 
OF HUMAN CONNECTIONS

As the national network of more than 700 co-ops, Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives value the people who elevate and energize our 
communities. That’s why we’re excited to announce the fth annual 
rendition of the very popular #WhoPowersYou contest to honor 
inspirational community members across the country. Winners will be 
selected by a panel of judges based on the impact they have on the 
community. All entries must be submitted by October 9, 2020.

Visit whopowersyou.com for full contest rules
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. © 2020.

Inspired by someone making a difference 
in your community? Tell their story and they 
could win a cash prize.

Visit whopowersyou.com between 9/8/20 and 10/9/20 
and submit a photo of your nominee. Then tell us why 
that person inspires you and how they make a di erence 
in your co-op community.

$5,000 GRAND
PRIZE $2,000 SECOND PLACE $1,500 THIRD PLACE $500 HONORABLE MENTION
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T H E  AG R I C U LT U R A L  S E CTO R  I S one of the most dangerous in
the United States, with 574 work-related fatalities occurring in
2018, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. And fall
harvest can be one of the most hazardous times of the year.
That’s why the third full week of September is recognized as

National Farm Safety and Health Week—September 20–26 this
year—initiated by the National Safety Council and proclaimed
by the president every year since 1944.
The theme for the 2020 National Farm Safety and Health

Week is Every Farmer Counts. This serves as a reminder that
it is in everyone’s best interest to prioritize the well-being of
those who work hard to provide the nation’s supply of food,
fiber and fuel. 
Texas has nearly a quarter of a million farms covering more

than 125 million acres, according to the Texas Department of
Agriculture. That means Texas has more farmland than any
other state in the United States—and more risk to farmers.
The nature of farming and ranching makes it a hazardous

industry, with frequent exposure to potentially hazardous
work environments, machinery, equipment and animals, and
labor-intensive work for long periods of time. Additionally,
most Texas operations are exempt from Occupational Safety
and Health Administration regulations.
“The risk of accidental injury and death in the agriculture

industry continues to be high,” says a Texas agricultural fatal-
ity report by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.
“Thus, it is imperative that employers, educators, and farm
safety professionals continue to teach workers how to identify
workplace hazards, how to avoid injury and how to respond in
case of emergency.”
Major causes of fatalities in the agricultural industry are

transportation incidents, contact with objects and equipment,

falls, exposure to harmful substances, and assaults and violent
acts (such as animal attacks), according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Insurance’s Division of Workers’ Compensation.
Another hazard that farmers and workers must be aware of

is potential contact with overhead power lines while working
in the field. 

The following safety tips can help yield a safe season.
e Be aware of the location of overhead power lines and plan
routes around them to avoid accidents.

e Maintain a 10-foot clearance around all utility equipment in
all directions.

e Use a spotter and flags to maintain safe distances from power
lines and other equipment while doing field work. 

e Inspect the height of farm equipment to determine clearance. 
e Look up before extending augers or raising beds of trucks
around power lines. 

e Remember that equipment and cargo in a vehicle—such as
lumber, hay, tree limbs or irrigation pipe—can conduct elec-
tricity. Avoid their making contact with electrical equipment. 

e Never attempt to move a power line out of the way or raise it
for clearance. 

e If a power line is too low or sagging, contact Taylor Electric
Cooperative. 

e If equipment does make contact with an energized or downed
power line, do not exit the vehicle. Call 911 and Taylor EC
immediately, and warn others to stay away. Remain in the
vehicle until the power line is de-energized. In case of smoke
or fire, exit the vehicle by jumping out of the cab without
touching it, and hop away with your feet together. D

Farm Safety Tips for Harvest Season
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Powering U
When electricity goes out, most of us expect power will be restored within a few hours. But when a 
major storm causes widespread damage, longer outages may result. Co-op line crews work long, hard 
hours to restore service safely to the greatest number of consumers in the shortest time possible. 

Here’s what’s going on if you �nd yourself in the dark.

1

If your home remains without power,   
the service line between a transformer 
and your residence may need to be  
repaired. Always call to report an outage 
to help line crews isolate local issues.

Individual Homes

Transmission towers and cables that 
supply power to transmission substations 
(and thousands of members) rarely fail. 
But when damaged, these facilities must  
be repaired before other parts of the 
system can operate.

High-Voltage 
Transmission Lines

Each substation serves hundreds or 
thousands of consumers. 

2 Distribution Substation

If the problem cannot be isolated at a 
distribution substation, distribution lines 
are checked. These lines carry power to 
large groups of consumers in communi-
ties or housing developments.

Main Distribution Lines

If local outages persist, supply lines, 
called tap lines, are inspected. These 
lines deliver power to transformers
either mounted on poles or placed on 
pads for underground service outside 
businesses, schools and homes.

Tap Lines4
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