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You might have noticed something was di�erent 
when you pulled this magazine out of your mail-

box this month. Perhaps you thought the cover looked 
a little di�erent. Well, you’re right, but the changes go 
deeper than that.

Texas Co-op Power has undergone a complete redesign. 
But even though it has a new look and feel, it’s the same 
magazine you know and love.

Every month, Texas Co-op Power is delivered to you 
to entertain, enlighten and educate you and your fam-
ily. The magazine is a warm and friendly source for all 
things Texan, and like a well-informed neighbor, it can 
o�er the secrets to making fabulous, family-pleasing 
meals; reveal hidden gems of the Texas landscape; and 
recount the humorous, quirky, solemn and often untold 
stories of our state’s history. Also like a good neighbor, 
it even reminds you how to save on your electric bill.

Most importantly, Texas Co-op Power is one of the pri-
mary vehicles through which Taylor Electric Cooperative 
communicates directly with you, our members, and is 
a critical component in our e�orts to fulfill Cooperative 
Principle No. 5—Education, Training and Information. 

Through these pages, we report on matters import-
ant to the co-op, such as electrical service & safety, our 
new fiber internet service and tips to help you maximize 
the energy e�ciency of your home. We also use this 
magazine to help you understand how new technolo-
gies—which continue to advance at a sometimes over-
whelming pace—fit into your daily life.

As with everything in life, tastes change—and maga-
zine design is no exception. While Taylor EC is not one 
to jump on the bandwagon for the latest craze, we do 
realize when one of our products or services is in need 
of an overhaul. That’s why we’re excited to share this 
redesign with you.

For more than a year, the team behind Texas Co-op 
Power has worked diligently to update the look and feel 
of the magazine without sacrificing any of the content 
or character that inspires our members, month after 
month, to crack open these pages for some uniquely 
Texan stories—and a healthy dose of the cooperative 

spirit.
One of the major changes you may have noticed is 

the refreshed cover design and new Texas Co-op Power 
logo. The last time the logo was updated was in the 
mid-1990s, and though it suited that era well, sensibil-
ities have changed. The new logo incorporates a mod-
ern feel that’s in line with the magazine’s evolution but 
sticks to its roots.

As you flip through this month’s issue, you’ll also see 
some smaller yet still significant changes, such as new 
colors and typefaces, new section headers, and more 
visually striking page layouts. Despite these changes, all 
of your favorite content is still here. 

Texas Co-op Power remains dedicated to telling the 
stories of Texas’ unique people, history, mythology, 
culture and geography—the Texan way of life—as seen 
through the equally unique co-op lens. Readers will still 
enjoy all the best the magazine has to o�er, from reci-
pes, contests and event listings to travel narratives and 
other features, as well as local news concerning Taylor 
EC and the communities we serve. Readers can also 
still enjoy expanded content, contests and other special 
treats at TexasCoop-
Power.com and on 
our Facebook page 
and by subscribing 
to our e-newsletters.

The magazine has 
evolved with an eye 
toward the future, 
but it retains all 
the hallmarks that 
generations of rural 
electric cooperative 
members have cher-
ished since the first 
issue in 1944. Just 
like your Taylor EC, 
it’s here to stay and 
better than ever. 

  

CEO  
‘Texas Co-op Power’ Gets a New Look 
But all your favorite content is here to stay.
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Taylor Electric
Cooperative

CONTACT US
226 County Road 287, Merkel
P.O. Box 250, Merkel, TX 79536
Phone (325) 793-8500 
Web taylorelectric.com
President/CEO 
Ryan Bartlett 
Board of Directors
Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2
Garland Carter, Zone 2 
Richard Petree, At-Large 
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3 
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL 
ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

TAYLOR ELECTRIC APP 
Available on your Apple or Android device. 
BY PHONE 
(325) 793-8500 
Payments credited immediately. 
IN PERSON
Hours Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Merkel 226 CR 287, Merkel 79536 
Abilene 7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Payments credited immediately. 
DROP BOX 
Merkel office at front gate. 
Abilene office next to first door on the left .
Payments credited next business day. 
PAY STATIONS 
• Cash Saver, 155 Sayles Blvd., Abilene 
• United Supermarket, 2160 Pine St., Abilene 
• Check Express, 906 E. Broadway Ave.,

Sweetwater 
Payments credited next business day. 

VISIT US ONLINE
taylorelectric.com

24/7
Outage
Hotline

For information and 
to report outages,
please call us.
LOCAL
(325) 793-8500

Taylor EC Awards 
10 Scholarships

Congratulations to Taylor Electric 
Cooperative’s scholarship winners.

Alexiyah Detrick
Hawley High School

Kobe George
Wylie High School

             

  

  

  

  

             

       
        

         
          

  
        

             
    

         
        
           

         
       

         
        

          
          

         
       

        
         

      
       

           
          

          
       

       
     

       
           

           
           

          
  

          
          

         
        

         
        

          
         

           
        

        
          

   
          
         
        

        
       

        
       
        
         

          
         

         
         
        

  
   

   
   

  
   

    
   

    
   

   
  

  
    
    

    
     

   

  

  
       

        

        

Makinzi Hays
Merkel High School

Rylee Keesee
Wylie High School

Dylan Martin
Jim Ned High School

Austin Petree
Wylie High School

Lincoln Russell
Merkel High School

Madison Solis
Blackwell CISD 

Emily Stogsdill
Jim Ned High School

Anna Willits
Hawley High School
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WA N T  TO  T R A I N  your children to use energy more efficiently? Make it a
fun, interactive learning experience. 

Here are some ideas: 
e Give your kids a penny or even a quarter every time you see them turn-

ing off the lights or TV when they leave a room. Take a coin back if they
leave their video games running or leave lights on in an empty room.

e Reward older kids with a small bonus on their allowance each month
that they help lower the household energy bill.

e Educate your children about how they might be wasting energy by
holding the refrigerator door open or leaving the front door ajar when
they run outside. Then deputize your little ones as your home’s “energy
police.” Put them on the lookout for energy wasters like phone chargers
that are plugged into the wall without a phone on the other end or TVs
that are on when nobody’s watching.

e Spend an afternoon decorating badges that put your children in charge
of your home’s Operation Save Energy. Then take them on a “raid” of
the house, looking for ways your family is wasting energy.

e Set up an energy efficiency obstacle course. Send your kids on a race
through the house to find other family members or friends acting out
energy-wasting activities. Tell your kids they have to find culprits in
each room and correct the energy wasters before they can move on.
Time them as they race through the house and award points each time
they correct an action. 

e Each week post a chart on the refrigerator and keep a tally of each time
a family member gets caught wasting energy. The person with the
fewest tallies by Friday night gets to pick the movie. 

If you make saving energy a game rather than a chore, you might get
your kids excited about your cause. Soon enough they’ll be correcting you
when you forget to flip the switch.

In addition to making it fun and offering rewards, remember to explain
the “why” of energy conservation. Why should kids care? Saving money
on the electric bill could mean more money for fun activities. D

Make Energy Savings 
Fun for Kids
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Degrees 
Equal Dollars
T H I N K  O F  YO U R  T H E R M O S TAT like a 
cash register.
For every degree you decrease the tem-
perature this summer, it’s like ringing up
another charge at the store. For every
degree you increase the temperature, it’s
like using a coupon.
When home, set your thermostat to 78
degrees, as recommended by the U.S.
Department of Energy. Setting the tem-
perature at this level should allow you to
stay fairly cool while avoiding a particu-
larly high electric bill. 
When going out for the day or overnight,
turning your thermostat up 10–15
degrees can reduce your electric bill by
up to 15%. That’s 1% for every degree
you raise your thermostat over eight
hours, according to energysavers.gov. 
On a $200 electric bill, the savings would
be $30. That’s money you can take to the
store. D
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TOGETHER, LET’S 
CELEBRATE THE POWER 
OF HUMAN CONNECTIONS

As the national network of more than 700 co-ops, Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives value the people who elevate and energize our 
communities. That’s why we’re excited to announce the fth annual 
rendition of the very popular #WhoPowersYou contest to honor 
inspirational community members across the country. Winners will be 
selected by a panel of judges based on the impact they have on the 
community. All entries must be submitted by October 9, 2020.

Visit whopowersyou.com for full contest rules
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. © 2020.

Inspired by someone making a difference 
in your community? Tell their story and they 
could win a cash prize.

Visit whopowersyou.com between 9/8/20 and 10/9/20 
and submit a photo of your nominee. Then tell us why 
that person inspires you and how they make a di erence 
in your co-op community.

$5,000 GRAND
PRIZE $2,000 SECOND PLACE $1,500 THIRD PLACE $500 HONORABLE MENTION
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Choose the Right
Extension Cord
WHEN THE R IGHT CORD is used for the
right purpose, extension cords can tem-
porarily and safely deliver electricity
when there is no outlet nearby.

Pay attention to these extension cord
designations when selecting a cord,
and remember that indoor cords should
not be used outside and vice versa. 
S: Indicates that the cord is for general
use.
W: Indicates the cord is for outdoor use.
J: Indicates that the cord has standard
300-volt insulation. 
T: Indicates that the cord is made from
vinyl thermoplastic. 
O: Indicates the cord is oil-resistant. 
P: Indicates that the cord is made from
parallel wire construction, used in air con-
ditioner cords and household extension
cords. 
E: Indicates the cord is made from ther-
moplastic elastomer. 
Make sure that any extension cord you
use has the mark of an independent test-
ing agency, such as UL, Intertek or the
Canadian Standards Association. D

Help Neighbors Keep 
Cool This Summer
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IT ’S  HARD ENOUGH to endure the summer heat when you’re healthy, fit
and have an air-conditioned home. Unfortunately not everyone is in a
position to be so prepared. 

Keep an eye on your neighbors and others who might need some help
getting through the hottest summer days, which can put people at risk for
heat-related illnesses and exacerbate existing medical conditions.

Doctors recommend that you spend the hottest part of a sweltering
summer day indoors enjoying the air conditioning. But for those whose
homes don’t have air conditioning or who can’t afford to turn it on, the
risk is acute. That’s especially true for older people and those who are ill,
who could be at risk for heatstroke or even death. 

If you know someone whose house might get too hot to handle this
summer:
e Call them or stop by to check on them every day.
e Use a neighborhood association directory or your own personal con-

tacts to arrange a phone tree so others can help check on neighbors who
live alone when you’re not able to.

e Encourage neighbors or family members to use air conditioners during
the hottest part of the day or spend it in an air-conditioned public place,
like a mall or library. 

e If you find someone in medical distress because of the heat, call 911.
e Some states and counties encourage residents to help keep their neigh-

bors safe through campaigns like Check on Your Neighbor. Your local
Salvation Army or hospital can tell you about programs already in your
area. Or you can start one in your own neighborhood.

e Show your neighbors you care enough to check in. You could save
someone’s life. D
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I M AG I N E  A  H OT  S U M M E R  day with sunshine sparkling on the
surface of a cool swimming pool. The little ones are putting on
their swimsuits, Mom is getting out sunblock and life
preservers, and Dad is blowing up floating pool toys.

But be alert! This inviting scene can turn into a dangerous
situation if electrical safety precautions are not observed. 

Electric shock from misuse of electricity around swimming
pools or spas can cause electrocution. 

Now imagine that the family is outside, ready to make a
splash. Bob grabs an extension cord, plugs it into an unpro-
tected electrical outlet on the patio and lays it over the pool
deck to plug in his Bluetooth speaker. 

He plugs his phone in, too, so he can play tunes while he
enjoys the water. He likes to have it within arm’s reach of the
pool—so he can shuffle songs without getting out of the water. 

Jane sees that dark thunderheads are building in the
distance but decides she can squeeze in at least a few minutes
of sunbathing while floating on her pool lounger before the
afternoon thunderstorm brings rain and lightning.

Can you identify some of the hazards in this scenario?
Although the family followed a couple of safety precautions,
including using sunblock and life preservers, they were not
vigilant about proper use of electronics by the pool. 

Consider how these guidelines for pool and spa safety from
Electrical Safety Foundation International could help our
imaginary family avoid danger. 

Keep outdoor outlets covered
and dry, especially around pools
and spas, and make sure they
have ground-fault circuit inter-
rupters to prevent electrocution
or shock. 

In the above scenario, Bob
plugs an extension cord into an
uncovered non-GFCI outlet, put-
ting himself and his family at
risk. And extension cords should
only be used temporarily out-
doors, where they could be ex-
posed to the elements or cause a
tripping hazard. 

Keep electrical devices and
cords away from water, and use
battery-operated devices when
possible. 

That means that in the imag-
ined scenario, Bob’s plugged-in
cellphone and Bluetooth speaker
were too close to the water’s
edge.

Never handle electrical devices
when wet. Even being too sweaty
while touching electrical devices
can pose a risk of electrocution.
Wet skin or wet surfaces, such as
a pool deck, can greatly increase
the chance of electrocution when
electricity is present.

Do not swim during a thunderstorm. 
The weather on this made-up summer day by the pool is

sunny initially, but storm clouds are looming, and Jane—and
anyone else in the pool—takes a risk by deciding to swim when
there is lightning nearby.

Other safety tips include: 
e Make sure that swimming pool cleaning equipment is

grounded. 
e Ensure that there are no power lines near or over the swim-

ming pool. 
e Have an electrician inspect and repair or upgrade your pool

or spa to comply with local and National Electrical Code
requirements. 

e If you or anyone else in the water feels a tingling sensation,
has muscle cramps or cannot move, you may be experienc-
ing an electric shock. Move away from the source of the
shock, if possible, and exit the water without the use of a
metal ladder. 

e If someone is trapped in the water because they are experi-
encing electric shock, immediately turn off all power and
call 911. Not turning off the power can cause rescuers to
become the next victims. D
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Swim Safely This Summer
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