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Co-op News

AS PART OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON, I ALWAYS
like to reflect on the past year. I consider

what all we have achieved and how that sets the stage for us in
the future. It takes every employee at Taylor to make the coop
great and this time of year I want to publicly recognize their
contributions. Taylor Electric employees work diligently for
our members. The passion they have to guarantee success is
unmatched and yet we are always looking to do better every
day. At the beginning of 2019, we established several initiatives
we wanted to accomplish with the goal of improving the lives

of our membership. I am happy to report we have accom-
plished those and much more.

One initiative was to bring our billing process in-house. 
In February, we accomplished the transition and now receive
all bill payments to our Merkel headquarters where payments
process and post upon receiving. This change upholds our
cooperative principle of being local and allows us to improve

the billing procedures for our membership.  
We also sought to pay homage to the past 80 years of Taylor

Electric Cooperative. With respect, we took a deep dive into
our rich history and reminded each other of what has been
made possible for us because of the selfless contributions of
those who came before us. In April, we recognized many of the
people who were responsible for our past success leading up to
our 80th annual meeting of the membership.  

Another initiative was to grow member engagement and
education. To help our members stay more informed, in July

we launched a new page on our website called
Behind the Power. Here, members can find a
central location for educational content. This
page is a resource for energy conservation tips,
activities at the co-op, and a variety of interest-
ing videos, links, and articles. In conjunction
with our new page, we mailed each member an
energy efficiency kit with four LED lightbulbs. 

Finally, a major accomplishment for 2019 is
Access Taylor fiber internet. We continue to con-
struct and install fiber internet across our serv-
ice area. More than 3,000 members now have
access to fiber internet and more have access
every day! This speaks to our board of directors
and our employees’ dedication to this new serv-
ice. It is so rewarding to hear the countless sto-
ries of how our membership is benefiting from
this new service.  Continuing to provide our
membership with Access Taylor fiber internet
will, again, be a major focus for us in the coming
year. We understand how critical it is that our
members have access to fast, reliable internet at
an affordable rate and we are proud to be the
solution for so many of our members. 

I am humbled by highlighting even just a few
of our achievements from 2019. It reminds me

that you, the membership, are the driving force behind each
decision that we make, and I challenge my team each day to
continually seek ways to improve the lives of our members.
With deep appreciation, I wish for each of you a wonderful
holiday season and hope that you have a very Merry Christ-
mas.  Thank you for being a member of Taylor Electric Coop-
erative and I wish the best for you in the coming new year.  

MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT/CEO RYAN BARTLETT

A Year in Review
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Taylor Electric Cooperative
226 County Road 287 • P.O. Box 250
Merkel, TX 79536

P R E S I D E N T/ C E O

Ryan Bartlett

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2   
Garland Carter, Zone 2   
Richard Petree, At-Large
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL
Online 
taylorelectric.com

Taylor Electric App
Available on your Apple or Android device

By Phone 
(325) 793-8500
Visa, Mastercard, checks accepted.
Payments credited immediately.

In Person
Main office hours:
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Monday–Friday
226 CR 287, off I-20, west of Abilene Wells
Lane exit 274 between Tye and Merkel
Abilene office hours:
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Monday–Friday
7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Visa, Mastercard, checks, cash and money 

orders accepted.
Payments credited immediately.

Drop Box
Main office drop box at front gate: 24/7
Abilene office drop box (next to first
door on the left): 24/7
Checks and money orders accepted.
Payments credited next business day.

Pay Stations
United Supermarket
521 S. Access Road, Clyde 
Food Plaza #4
109 S.E. Fifth St., Cross Plains
Cash Saver
155 Sayles Blvd., Abilene
United Supermarket
2160 Pine St., Abilene
Check Express
906 E. Broadway Ave., Sweetwater
Cash, checks, money orders and debit
cards accepted.
Payments credited next business day.

YOU’VE BUDGETED FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS, MEALS, MAYBE A VACATION—BUT WITH MONEY
tight, that doesn’t leave much room for energy efficiency upgrades at home. Does
that mean you’re powerless to lower your electric bill? Not at all. Keep your energy
bill cool this winter with these tips and tricks.

Drape delivery. Are you using your curtains to retain heat? Open drapes and
shades to catch free solar heat during the day. Close them at night to keep the heat
inside.

Got tape? Though not as durable as foam or vinyl, you can use nonporous tape
(first-aid cloth tape, for example) to keep cold air from infiltrating your home. Tape
is good for blocking corners and irregular cracks, and can be used at the top and bot-
tom of a window sash, door frames, attic hatches and inoperable windows. 

Pull the plug. Unplug any appliance or electronic device that you don’t regularly
use. Most devices use electricity anytime they are plugged in even if they are off.

Be a fan of fans. Run ceiling fans on low and reverse the rotation to blow air up in
winter. This keeps warm air circulating without cooling you.

Flue flux. Be sure your fireplace damper is tightly closed anytime the fireplace is
not being used.

Free your vents. Your heating, ventilating and air conditioning system will have to
work twice as hard if your air vents are blocked by rugs, furniture or drapes. Keep
them clear to allow air to flow freely.

Get caulking. Add caulk or weatherstripping to seal gaps around leaky doors and
windows.

Garage drain. Leave your garage door down. A warmer garage in winter will save
energy.

Rug relief. Have a spare rug? Use it to cover bare floors for added insulation.
Bundle up. Slip on some fuzzy socks and a sweater and lower the thermostat. You

can save 5% for every degree you drop your thermostat between 60 and 70 degrees.
Smart food. When cooking, keep lids on pots and let hot food cool off before plac-

ing it in the refrigerator. 
There are other ways to conserve energy, too. Remember, you don’t pay for what

you don’t use. When you’re not watching TV or using lights, computers or other
electronics, turn them off.

Cool Off Your Winter Energy Bill
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(325) 793-8500  |  TAYLORELECTRIC.COM
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TAYLOR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Your Photo

Apply at taylorelectric.com

Want to travel, experience a new city, visit historic landmarks 
and make new friends? Then, Youth Tour is for you!

You could represent 
Taylor Electric at the 2020
Government-In-Action 
Youth Tour in 
Washington D.C. 

All expenses paid! 
June 17-26 2020

Eligibility: 

•  High school     
    junior or senior
• Attend a school 
   served by 
   Taylor Electric 
   or live in a 
   home powered   
   by Taylor Electric
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT APPLICATIONS FOR A PLACE ON THE TAYLOR
Electric Cooperative Board of Directors regular election ballot may be filed dur-
ing the following time.

FILING WINDOW
Begins: January 2, 2020
Ends: February 3, 2020, 5:30 p.m.
Office hours: Weekdays 7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Physical addresses for filing board applications in person:
Taylor Electric Cooperative
Headquarters office
226 CR 287, Merkel 79536

Taylor Electric Cooperative
Abilene office
7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602

Address to send board applications by mail—
must be postmarked on/before February 3, 2020:
Taylor Electric Cooperative
Attention: Early election clerk 
P.O. Box 250, Merkel, TX 79536

THURSDAY

16
APRIL

B I ZO O _ N  |  I STO C K .CO M

PLEASE PLAN TO 
JOIN US FOR THE

TAYLOR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

ANNUAL
MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 16

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

C A L E N DA R :  TA P H O U S E _ ST U D I OS  |  ©  I STO C K .CO M

Notice of Deadline To File
Applications for Board Election
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IF YOU’RE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF TIME OFF DURING THE HOLI-
days to tackle home remodeling, repairs, maintenance or land-
scaping projects, Taylor Electric Cooperative urges you to keep
safety in mind. Caution is particularly important when work-
ing around electrical equipment and overhead power lines.

Make sure outdoor outlets have ground-fault circuit inter-
rupters. Use a portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets don’t have
them. It’s also a good idea to have GFCIs professionally
installed in wet areas of the home, such as the kitchen, bath-
rooms and laundry room.

More safety tips to keep in mind:
Look up and around. Always be mindful of the location of

power lines, particularly when using long metal tools like lad-
ders, pool skimmers and pruning poles, or when installing
rooftop antennas or satellite dishes or doing roof repair work.
Be especially careful when working near power lines attached

to your house. Keep equipment and yourself at least 10 feet from
wires, and never trim trees near power lines—leave that to the
professionals. Never use water or blower extensions to clean
gutters near electric lines; also leave that to professionals.
Call the national underground utility locator at 811 before you

begin projects that include digging, such as building a deck or
planting a tree. Never assume the location or depth of under-
ground utility lines. The locator service is free and can help you
avoid inconvenience and serious injury.
Work in a well-lit area. Working during daylight will

increase your ability to notice details in your project. If the
area where you are working is not well lit, add lighting for
adequate illumination.
Keep your work area tidy to avoid creating your own hazards.

Don’t allow power cords to tangle. Pick up and properly store
power tools, sharp tools or dangerous materials that might
cause injury. Pull all nails from old lumber.
Have a fire extinguisher, first-aid kit and emergency numbers

readily available. Hopefully you won’t need them, but if you do,
having them close at hand could minimize damage.
Always check the condition of cords and power tools before

using them.Repair or replace worn or damaged cords and tools.
Be sure to wear appropriate safety equipment, including gloves,

earplugs and protective eyewear and shoes.
Utilize all safety features of your tools and make sure you know

how to use a new tool before operating it. Trust the instructions,
not your intuition.
Electricity + water = danger. If it’s raining or the ground is wet,

don’t use electric power or yard tools. Never use electric appli-
ances or touch circuit breakers or fuses when you’re wet or
standing in water. Keep electric equipment at least 10 feet from
wet areas.
Know when the project requires a professional. You know your

own abilities. Knowing which projects you can handle yourself
and which ones you should consult an expert for is not only
important for safety but can also save you time and money.

Ensure home electrical systems and wiring are adequate
to support increased electric demands of new appliances,
home additions or remodeling projects. An older home may
be inadequately wired for today’s electricity consumption,
putting your family at risk for fire and electrical shock. Have
a professional replace worn and outdated circuitry, and add
outlets for appliances and electronics—not a job for casual
do-it-yourselfers.

Safety First
For home improvement and repair projects 
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“The spirit of Christmas is the spirit of love and 
of generosity and of goodness. It illuminates the
picture window of the soul, and we look out upon
the world’s busy life and become more interested
in people than in things.”

—Thomas S. Monson, author and clergyman

The offices of Taylor EC will be closed 
Tuesday–Wednesday, December 24–25, 
and Wednesday, January 1, for the holidays.
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