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Co-op News

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CO-OP MONTH, AND
Taylor Electric Cooperative is proud to join

other cooperatives across the nation in celebrating what it
means to be a co-op. Cooperative businesses across the world
operate according to the same set of core principles, known as
the Seven Cooperative Principles:

1. Voluntary and Open Membership
2. Democratic Member Control
3. Members’ Economic Participation
4. Autonomy and Independence
5. Education, Training and Information
6. Cooperation Among Cooperatives
7. Concern for Community

Though all cooperatives are united by their adherence to
the Seven Cooperative principles, each cooperative puts the
principles into practice in its own unique way. We have a say-
ing in the cooperative world: “If you’ve seen one co-op, then
you’ve seen one co-op.” We may appear the same from the out-
side and adhere to the same core principles, but each coopera-
tive has its own personality and unique features. 

Regardless of their differences, co-ops are based on the val-
ues of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity
and solidarity. In the tradition of their founders, co-op leaders
believe in the values of honesty, openness, social responsibility
and caring for others.

I am proud to say that these values have always had a place
here at Taylor EC.

Our co-op’s founders created Taylor EC to serve members
who needed electricity, and we continue to meet our mem-
bers’ needs with not only reliable electricity but also services
such as fiber internet. Such initiatives embody the value of

self-help: recognizing a need, taking action and doing what
needs to be done for the betterment of our members’ lives
and our community. We also know we must embrace self-
responsibility by holding ourselves accountable to you, the
cooperative’s members, for the benefits we offer and the
impact we make.

In cooperative business proceedings, each member gets
one vote, no matter how much electricity you use. This
ensures that democracy is practiced the way it is intended—
with equality for all members. This is a key difference
between co-ops and investor-owned companies, where the
number of votes you have depends on the number of shares
you own.

For co-op members, equity has two meanings. On one hand,
it means that we strive to treat all of our members fairly. On
the other hand, equity also means that, as a member, you have
an ownership stake in the co-op.

Although every co-op is self-governing, we frequently part-
ner with other co-ops and the communities we serve. We know
that we can do more for you by joining other co-ops and like-
minded organizations, and we gladly partner with schools and
other groups during festivals, fundraisers, emergencies, disas-
ters and more—anytime help is needed.

As a co-op member, you have the right to expect us to act
with openness and transparency. We welcome your active par-
ticipation in our co-op.

Cooperatives have long been identified—and rightly so—as
the original grassroots business model. We care about the
impact we have on the community while ensuring that we are
economically viable. 

At Taylor EC, we demonstrate our concern for the com-
munity by caring for others every single day. We raise funds
for community organizations through Operation Round-Up
and participate in the American Heart Association’s Heart
Walk. We support our member schools and countless non-
profits and charities, and we now offer fiber internet through
Access Taylor. 

By embracing these values in support of cooperative princi-
ples, we have been able to serve you faithfully for more than 80
years and will continue to do so long into the future. Taylor EC
is your local choice!

MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT/CEO RYAN BARTLETT

Principles + Values = Cooperatives

As a co-op member, you have the right to expect us
to act with openness and transparency. We welcome
your active participation in our co-op.
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Taylor Electric Cooperative
226 County Road 287 • P.O. Box 250
Merkel, TX 79536

P R E S I D E N T/ C E O

Ryan Bartlett

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Cecil Davis, Board Chairman, Zone 1
Leland Robinson, Board Vice Chairman, Zone 1
David McFall, Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 2   
Garland Carter, Zone 2   
Richard Petree, At-Large
Kathryn Rainey, Zone 3
Gay Simmons, Zone 3

HANDY WAYS TO PAY YOUR BILL
Online 
taylorelectric.com

Taylor Electric App
Available on your Apple or Android device

By Phone 
(325) 793-8500
Visa, Mastercard, checks accepted.
Payments credited immediately.

In Person
Main office hours:
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Monday–Friday
226 CR 287, off I-20, west of Abilene Wells
Lane exit 274 between Tye and Merkel
Abilene office hours:
7:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Monday–Friday
7966 Highway 83, Abilene 79602
Visa, Mastercard, checks, cash and money 

orders accepted.
Payments credited immediately.

Drop Box
Main office drop box at front gate: 24/7
Abilene office drop box (next to first
door on the left): 24/7
Checks and money orders accepted.
Payments credited next business day.

Pay Stations
United Supermarket
521 S. Access Road, Clyde 
Food Plaza #4
109 S.E. Fifth St., Cross Plains
Cash Saver
155 Sayles Blvd., Abilene
United Supermarket
2160 Pine St., Abilene
Check Express
906 E. Broadway Ave., Sweetwater
Cash, checks, money orders and debit
cards accepted.
Payments credited next business day.
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Electrical Safety Checklist 
NEARLY HALF OF ALL HOME FIRES OCCUR DURING WINTER MONTHS. TAKE A FEW 
minutes this fall to identify and correct any potential electrical hazards to ensure
the safety of your home.

Switches and Outlets
Are any switches or outlets warm to the touch?                                      ____ Yes    ____ No

A warm switch or outlet indicates an unsafe wiring condition.
Are any outlets or switches discolored?                                                    ____ Yes    ____ No

Discoloration indicates dangerous heat buildup at these 
connections.

Do plugs fit snugly into outlets?                                                                 ____ Yes    ____ No
Loosefitting plugs can cause overheating and fires.

Cords
Are any cords cracked, frayed or damaged?                                             ____ Yes    ____ No

Damaged cords can expose wires, causing shock and fire hazards.
Are any cords pinched by furniture or windows or attached to 
anything with staples or nails?                                                                    ____ Yes    ____ No

Pinching and/or stapling cords can damage the insulation, 
causing a shock or fire hazard.

Do you use extension cords on a permanent basis?                                ____ Yes    ____ No
Extension cords should only be used temporarily. 

Electric Panel
Do you have recurring tripped circuit breakers or blown fuses?           ____ Yes    ____ No

If yes, this could indicate you’re exceeding a safe level of 
electrical current.

Do you have arc-fault circuit interrupters?                                                ____ Yes    ____ No
AFCIs provide greater fire protection. Check your circuit 
breakers for the AFCI label.

(325) 793-8500  |  TAYLORELECTRIC.COM
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THANK YOU !

To show our appreciation, you will be 
receiving an LED light bulb kit in the mail. 
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These bulbs o�er 80% energy 
savings over comparable 
incandescent light bulbs. 

What will your kit include? 
Your kit will include four dimmable, 
instant on LED 9 Watt light bulbs.  

Why light bulbs? 
LED light bulbs shine brighter, last 
longer and are less expensive to 
operate than conventional 
incandescent light bulbs. 

When can I expect my kit? 
Kits will begin shipping in early October.   
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WHEN THE WEATHER TURNS COLDER, YOU INEVITABLY START
hearing more news about house fires. Even a small fire can be
devastating.

Most house fires are caused by cooking that gets out of
hand, according to the National Fire Protection Association.
But the second most common cause is materials in the home
that catch fire. This often occurs when a heat source, such as a
space heater or flying embers from a fireplace, comes into con-
tact with fabric or paper, which then ignite. Once a fire starts,
it can move so rapidly that even the best efforts to put it out
may fail.

When it comes to old houses, the risks are even higher. The
older the wood is that a house is constructed of, the faster it
burns. Once flames invade the walls of an old house, they move
with frightening speed.

Fire protection in any home is absolutely necessary, but
even more careful precautions should be taken if your house is
older. Here’s how to help ensure the safety of your house and
everyone in it.

Smoke detectors. These are the first and best line of defense;
they allow you to get out of the house at the first whiff of
smoke. The NFPA found that 6 in 10 deaths in house fires
occurred in homes that did not have working smoke detectors.
Go beyond the federal recommendations and put a smoke
detector in every room. Stay on the even safer side by opting
for those that detect both smoke and carbon monoxide.

Fire extinguishers. Keep small fires from getting out of con-

trol with fire extinguishers that are easily accessible. Choose
several fire extinguishers that are light enough for even kids to
handle. Make sure they have simple pull mechanisms that
don’t require much strength. Look for fire extinguishers that
work for various parts of the house; for instance, an extin-
guisher in the kitchen should be able to handle grease fires. 

Install arc-fault circuit interrupters. These ingenious little
gadgets detect the electrical arcing that occurs when an old
wire buried deep in your wall begins to fail. Speak with an
electrician about where best to install AFCIs and how your
particular ones work.

Maintain it all. Finally, test everything on a regular basis.
Smoke detectors should be tested every month, their batter-
ies replaced every six months, and old smoke detectors
replaced every 10 years. Opt to purchase an extra fire extin-
guisher so your family can take it to the backyard and prac-
tice using it.

Have a plan. What if the worst happens and those smoke
detectors go off? Have a plan to get out fast. Make sure those
on upper floors have a fire ladder that can get them safely to
the ground. Designate a meeting place for all family members,
and practice your safety plan at least once every six months.

Does all of this sound like overkill? It’s not! Fire safety is
imperative year-round for every home. Your home deserves to
have the care required to keep it safe and sturdy, but more
importantly, your family deserves the peace of mind that
comes from knowing they are protected in an emergency.
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Practice Fire Safety This Winter
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Your Photo

Apply at taylorelectric.com

Want to travel, experience a new city, visit historic landmarks 
and make new friends? Then, Youth Tour is for you!

You could represent 
Taylor Electric at the 2020
Government-In-Action 
Youth Tour in 
Washington D.C. 

All expenses paid! 
June 17-26 2020

Eligibility: 

•  High school     
    junior or senior
• Attend a school 
   served by 
   Taylor Electric 
   or live in a 
   home powered   
   by Taylor Electric
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THERE IS NO SINGLE COMPONENT THAT CONTRIBUTES MORE TO
increased electric bills than heating in the winter. It accounts
for 25% to 30% of a home’s annual energy costs and takes place
over a three- to four-month period. Weather, inefficiency and
home habits determine how big your bill will get. Below are
some tips for fighting those factors.

Weather
Keeping your home within a fairly consistent internal temper-
ature range (65–75 degrees) means your heating system has to
work harder when the temperature gap between the exterior
and interior of your home increases.

If you have your home’s thermostat set at 70 degrees and
the temperature outside is 50, for example, your system must
only adjust for a 20-degree variance. However, when the tem-
perature drops to 30 degrees outside, your system now must
compensate for a 40-degree difference.

You can’t control the weather, but you can control your
home’s thermostat setting. The smaller the gap between that
setting and the outdoor temperature, the less electricity your
heating system will use—and the less you will pay.

Inefficiency
Wasted energy due to a home’s inefficiency can contribute to
an electric bill being higher than expected. Combined with a

very cold winter, inefficiency is a dou-
ble whammy for winter electric bills.

The older your home is, the more
likely it is to have air leaks and insuf-
ficient insulation. Seal up cracks and
gaps, and make sure the attic has suf-
ficient insulation.

An older or poorly maintained
heating, ventilating and air condi-
tioning system will also elevate
energy use. Be sure to perform regu-
lar maintenance, including fre-
quently changing filters. And if your
system is more than 10 years old, it
is probably worth exploring the
potential return on your investment
in energy savings if you replace the
system with a more efficient one.

Like HVAC systems, older appli-
ances are less efficient and more
costly to operate, so consider whether
it’s time to upgrade. Also, if you keep
an extra refrigerator in the garage or

elsewhere, consider pulling the plug. Secondary refrigerators
are typically older and way less efficient, making the cost of
keeping a few beverages cool pretty high.

Home Habits
It may be hard to accept, but higher bills are often due to our
own habits. If your thermostat is set to 75 degrees in the win-
ter, consider layering clothing and lowering the setting to
achieve comparable comfort. And make sure you lower the
thermostat even further at night, when you’re snuggled up
under the covers, or during the day, when everyone is away
from home.

You should also pay attention to the temperature setting on
your water heater (120 degrees is optimal for efficiency); your
refrigerator should be set to 34–37 degrees and the freezer
between zero and 5 degrees. If any of these appliances has been
hanging around for more than 10 years, you also should con-
sider replacing them.

Simple things like washing clothes in cold water and only
doing full loads will increase efficiency. Full loads for the dish-
washer should also be the norm. Turn off lights when you leave
a room, and switch out less efficient bulbs for long-lasting,
high-efficiency LED bulbs.

Making the adjustments you have control over can go a long
way to keeping this winter’s electric bills within your budget.

Preparing for Winter
The main reasons your cold-weather bills may be higher
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A PEEK IN MOST ATTICS WILL REVEAL THE TRIED-AND-TRUE
materials commonly used to insulate homes: fiberglass, cellu-
lose, mineral wool or spray-foam insulation. Regardless of
type, the keys to effective insulation are the same—the right 
R-value and proper installation and air sealing.

Fiberglass: This is the insulation that looks like cotton
candy, commonly seen in long strips—called batts or rolls—
between wall studs and ceiling joists. It might be pink, white or
yellow, and it also comes in a loose-fill form, often blown into
attic spaces. Made of tiny glass fibers, it can be uncomfortable
to touch; wear gloves and a mask while handling it.

Cellulose:Grayish in color, cellulose is a loose-fill insulation
that can be blown in between attic joists. It’s chemically
treated to be resistant to moisture, fire, insects and nesting
rodents. Over time, it can settle, reducing its insulation value

and requiring an additional layer to bring it back to the recom-
mended R-value for your home.

Mineral wool: Like fiberglass, this comes in batts, rolls or
loose-fill forms. It’s made from natural and recycled materials
and often appears greenish-brown in color.

Spray foam: More expensive than other types of insulation,
spray foam is becoming a more common choice because it pro-
vides more insulation and better air sealing. Sprayed on the
interior of your roof, it wraps the attic into your home’s enve-
lope; if your heating, ventilating and air conditioning unit is in
the attic, it’s going to operate more efficiently in that more
temperate environment. 
Check out the chart to determine the right insulation levels

for your home, and make sure that your home’s levels are
appropriate before cold winter winds begin to blow.
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Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, E Source

Adding insulation? Check the material’s R-value—the ability 
of insulation to resist the transfer of heat. R-value depends on 
material, thickness, and density. A higher R-value indicates 
more e�ective insulation, saving energy dollars.

Compare R-values and common uses for several types of 
insulation:

COMPARING INSULATION VALUE

Type of 
Insulation

R-value per 
inch (range)

Common 
Uses

Installation 
Method

Batts, Rolls

Fiberglass 3.17 (3.0-4.0) Wall, floor, and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, 
joists, or rafters

Rock Wool 3.17 (3.0-3.7) Wall, floor, and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, 
joists, or rafters

Cotton 3.2 Wall, floor, and 
ceiling cavities

Fitted between studs, 
joists, or rafters

Loose, Poured, or Blown

Fiberglass 2.2 (2.2-4.0) Ceiling cavities Poured and flu�ed, 
or blown by machine

Rock Wool

Dry Cellulose

3.1 (2.8-3.7) Ceiling cavities Poured and flu�ed, 
or blown by machine

3.2 (2.8-3.7) Ceiling cavities Blown by machine

Wet-Spray Cellulose 3.5 (3.0-3.7) Wall cavities Sprayed into cavities

Perlite 2.7 (2.5-4.0) Hollow 
concrete block

Poured 

Polyurethane 6.2 (5.8-6.8) Wall and ceiling 
cavities, roofs

Foamed into cavities

Open-cell Isocyanurate 
(Icynene™)

3.6 Wall and ceiling 
cavities

Foamed into open or 
closed cavities

Magnesium Silicate 
(Air Krete®)

3.9 Wall cavities Foamed into 
open cavities

What’s in Your Attic?
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